
Palestine is the barometer of Western integrity
HJFP MONTHLY PALESTINE REVIEW – SEPTEMBER 2014

Don’t call me a Palestinian of the Palestinian Territories because it is called Palestine.
Don’t give me a fraction of my homeland and call it a solution. 

Don’t give me oppression and call it peace. 
Don’t give me a Bantustan and call it a home.

Don’t give me a prison and call it freedom. 
Don’t draw the borders of my existence according to your whims and interests and call it a state.

My Palestine is the home that is mine since the dawn of history till the end of history.



Palestine Arts and Culture
23.09.2014 Galilee Quartet tour includes London

Made up of the Sa'ad family.   Omar and Mostafa   played with Nigel  Kennedy at proms last year. Omar couldn't  come to
Bethleham Unwrapped as he had been arrested. 
Reba

Israeli 'refusenik' and classical musician Omar Sa'ad to play seven UK concerts (30 Sept-8 Oct)

 

   

 

  

Israeli  'refusenik'  and  classical
musician Omar Sa'ad to...
‘How could I carry a gun rather than
my viola?’ - Omar Sa’ad  

View
on     www.amnesty.org.uk

Preview
by Yahoo

 

Medical Aid for Palestinians
05.09.2014 MAP SENDING SPECIALIST DOCTORS TO GAZA
AS THE CEASEFIRE HOLDS, MAP'S RESPONSE MOVES INTO RECOVERY
On 26th August, following almost two months of attacks on Gaza, Israeli and Palestinian negotiators agreed to an open ended
ceasefire. For MAP this meant a move into the next phase of our emergency response: recovery and rehabilitation.  With more
than 11,000 people injured, and a severe shortage of local medical specialists, the Ministry of Health in Gaza is in urgent need
of support. 

As well as continuing to provide vital medical supplies to hospitals and aid to displaced families, therefore, MAP's priority will
now also be to get highly specialist medics into Gaza.  Over the next six months, MAP will continue to work with the Ministry of
Health in Gaza to offer specialised medical interventions with support from the Department for International Development (DfID).
These will include:
o Limb reconstruction

o Surgeries including neurosurgery 
o Public health development
o A & E support
o Intensive care specialist training Limb reconstruction
o Surgeries including neurosurgery 
o Public health development
o A & E support
o Intensive care specialist training

Find out more about our response here

12.09.2014 MAP Trustee: 'Europe must act to rein in Israel'
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Writing  in Al-Arabiya  News,  Dr.  Phyllis  Starkey, one  of  our  trustees  and  a  former  British  Parliamentarian,  urges  tougher
sanctions on Israel and better support for Palestinians.

In the aftermath of the latest bout of killing and destruction in Gaza, European foreign ministers issued a statement recognizing
the ceasefire had to be followed by political change to lift the “Gaza closure regime” and that return to the status quo ante “was
not  an  option.”  The  challenge  for  the  European  Union’s  new  foreign  policy  team  of  President  Donald  Tusk  and  High-
Representative Federica Mogherini is to convert the foreign ministers’ rhetoric into reality, and to do so urgently.

This requires a step-change in Europe’s analysis and dealing with the underlying political problem, which is Israel’s deepening
occupation,  not  just  the  horrendous humanitarian  crisis  left  by  the  conflict.  It  means treating  Gaza as an integral  part  of
Palestine not - as Israel would like - as a separate issue. It means challenging Israel’s framing of the conflict as a response to
“terror” and imposing real costs on Israel for its expanding expropriation of Palestinian land and resources. Israel has legitimate
security interests but security cannot be used as an excuse for the blockade or the scale of “Operation Protective Edge.” Israel
demonstrated the weakness of its “security” justification when it rejected the Dutch provision of a scanner to screen Gaza’s
exports for smuggled arms or the offer of a European Border Force to police Gaza’s borders.

The recent conflict was inevitable. After the ceasefire in 2012 the Palestinian factions delivered a year of “quiet” in terms of
rocket attacks but there was no easing of the blockade nor any slowing of Israel’s settlement program in the rest of the West
Bank. Not  unreasonably, Palestinians concluded Israel  had no intention of  ever conceding Palestinian  control  beyond the
disconnected blocks of Area A. The latest Israeli announcement of the largest West Bank land seizure in 30 years confirms that
view. Unless Europe responds with more than the usual condemnations and fruitless pleas to Israel for delay, the cycles of
violence will continue, with their appalling toll of injury and death, and the Palestinian population will be further impoverished.

Europe and Israel

Europe is Israel’s biggest trading partner, but also a major provider of aid to Palestine - €2.5bn ($3.2bn) over the last few years.
A recent evaluation by EuropeAid concluded the aid program far from developing the Palestinian economy had “reached its
limits in the absence of a parallel political track that addresses the binding constraints.” Even before the conflict 80 percent of
the population of Gaza was dependent on aid. Now, with the scale of destruction of homes, hospitals, schools, water and power
infrastructure  and factories,  the  EU is  faced  with  the  cost  of  contributing  to  Gaza’s  reconstruction  again,  and increasing
humanitarian aid to meet people’s basic needs. The recent revelation that Israel’s blockade not only makes this aid necessary
but forces much of the aid to be spent in the Israeli economy, will enrage European citizens even further.

What then should the EU and its member states do? Europe needs to use its economic levers to hold Israel to account. Firstly it
must suspend all arms sales to Israel today – not when the next conflict begins. Secondly the EU should propose a strict
timetable for easing the blockade (coupled with an offer to meet Israel’s genuine security concerns) and for wider negotiations to
end the entire occupation.  The EU should commit in principle to supporting Palestinian full membership of the U.N. and an
International Criminal Court investigation of all sides in the Gaza Conflict. It could give a deadline for activating this commitment
if no progress is made on easing the blockade or the occupation. It  should also speed up the implementation of the FAC
decision of 2012 to stop settlements being included in any of the benefits the EU currently applies to Israel.  Israel is currently
the  most  favored  participant  of  the  “European-Mediterranean  Neighbourhood  Programme”  (ENP).  The  ENP  has  a  well-
established practice of “more for more,” conditioning new benefits on delivery against ENP aims. For Israel it would be more
meaningful to implement “less for less” and remove benefits in response to non-delivery.

Finally, ahead of the pledging conference in October in Cairo the EU must recover from Israel the cost to the EU and its member
states  of  the  aid  provided  for  the  reconstruction  of  Gaza,  thus  meeting  its  responsibilities  as  occupier  for  the  occupied
population.

Dr. Phyllis Starkey is a trustee of Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) and a former British Parliamentarian.
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Celebrating 10 years of fair trade with Palestine! All the latest
news, product stories, campaigns, events and much more!

 

September newsletter

It's September, which means a return to 'normal' for many 

families in Britain, with school resuming and holidays behind us.

But if you're feeling sad the summer is nearly over, we have a 

busy calendar of events around the country this month where 

you can buy Palestinian products - including our delicious 

caramelised almonds, which are back in stock now!

Of course, for so many families in Palestine, there is no 

normality to return to after a summer of violence and 

persecution. In this newsletter we highlight events in the West 

Bank which are going largely unreported - with land grabs and 

increasing settler violence affecting the communities with whom

we work.

Recipe of the 
month

Za'atar chicken

Fairtrade 
caramelised 
almonds
 

Our yummy caramelised 

almonds are back in stock, and 

Events

Cambridge

Dundee

Frome

Bradford-on-Avon

Woking   

Milton Keynes

London

Cambridge

Sat 6th September, 6pm

The Centre at St Paul's, Hills Road, 

Cambridge, CB2 1JP

Gaza Fundraising meal with Ben 

White

Cambridge PSC would like to invite 

you to a fundraising meal with talks by

journalist Ben White and Gaza 

citizens.

 

Cost: £20 / £10 concessions (pay on 

the door). Further donations 

welcome. Funds will go in equal parts 

to Medical Aid for Palestinians, The 

Palestine Solidarity Campaign and the

Palestine Return Centre.

 

Booking requested, 

email gazameal@gmail.com or phone 

Janet  07751 600 315
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This recipe is from Nathan who 

pens the Growing Appetite food

blog. It's "spatchcock chicken" 

which is a technique to prepare 

the bird for cooking. Full 

instructions from hiswebsite

 

Ingredients

1 chicken

5-6 cloves of garlic, crushed in 

the skin with the heel of your 

hand

1 large onion, roughly sliced

Small handful fresh thyme, 

picked off the stalk

1 large or 2 small lemons, 

quartered

3-4 teaspoons of Zaytoun 

za'atar

1 teaspoon sumac

Zaytoun olive oil

A good glug of Fino sherry

Small knob butter

Small handful pine nuts

Handful of parsley or coriander,

chopped

 

Instructions

Spatchcock the chicken, 

beating down the breastbone to

flatten.Make some incisions 

into the thickest parts of the 

thighs and breast, around 2-3 

to each bit, down to the bone 

on the thighs. This opens the 

meat up so you've made sure it

all cooks properly.

Put the chicken into a deep-

sided baking tray, nothing too 

massive, just enough to fit the 

bird with a bit of extra room.

Add the garlic cloves, sliced 

onion, thyme, lemon pieces 

(give them a squeeze as you 

add them to release the juice 

but put the lemon in), a couple 

of generous teaspoons of the 

za'atar, the sumac, salt and 

pepper and a glug of olive oil.

Move it all around, rub it in to 

the chicken, and lay the 

chicken back out flat in the 

dish. Try to leave as much of 

the skin exposed as you can 

hitting Oxfam shop shelves 

around the country! They're 

perfect as a healthy snack, as 

part of a lunchbox treat, or a 

party nibble.

Our almonds are of the 

distinctive large Om al-Fahem 

variety grown throughout the 

West Bank. The slow-roasting 

process for our caramelised 

almonds enhances their natural

sweetness to make a 

delectable treat.

And they're Fairtrade certified 

too!

News from 
the West Bank

In the West Bank, Israel has 

just announced the biggest 

land grab in 30 years. Almost 

1000 acres are to be taken 

from 3 villages near Bethlehem.

Settlements watchdog Peace 

Now has said "As far as we 

know, this declaration is 

unprecedented in its scope 

since the 1980s and can 

dramatically change the reality 

in the Gush Etzion and the 

Bethlehem areas." See   Al 

Arabiya for more news, and 

see our website for a sample 

letter to send to your MPs and 

MEPs.

Israeli settlers from Halmish 

uprooted around 50 olive, 

almond and cherry trees in 

the Palestinian village 

of Deir Nizam, northwest of 

Ramallah, as a prelude to 

seizing an 8 dunum (2 acre) 

agricultural area for settlement 

expansion purposes. The 

witnesses said the area has 

been subjected to repeated 

settler attacks over the past five

years, noting that no less than 

 

Halal food with vegetarian option 

(please request) and soft drinks.

Event supported by the Cambridge 

Palestine Solidarity Campaign.

www.campalsoc.org

Dundee

Fri 5th - Sun 7th Sept

Camperdown Park

Dundee Flower & Food Festival

Event tickets on sale in advance or at 

the entrance

More details 

at:www.dundeeflowerandfoodfestival.c

om

 

Wide range of Zaytoun products 

available as part of the 

Dundee Fairtrade Forum stand.

Frome

Fri 5th September ,     7.30 pm

Trinity Hall, Trinity Street, Frome BA11

3DE

Life In Gaza

Yorkshire Quaker Hilary Browne spent

a fortnight in Gaza last year. A former 

Ecumenical Accompanier, she was 

working in the West Bank during the 

last Israeli bombardment of Gaza in 

2009, and was determined to visit 

Gaza see ‘the other half' of the 

Occupation.

 

“The people in Gaza don’t get any 

visitors from the outside, so they 

would all say ‘please tell others what 

it’s like here’, says Hilary. "They have 

a great spirit – it is almost a Northern 

spirit, they always say ‘they are not 

going to beat us’. Hilary now tours the 

country, giving her talk to anyone that 

will hear her. “I want people to know 

what life is like there so we can all 

work towards a just peace.”

Price £3.50. All profits to Medical Aid 

for Palestinians.

Tuesday 30th September, 8pm

Cheese and Grain, Market Yard, 

Frome BA11 1BE 

Ilan Pappé Genocide in Gaza: Origins

and Implications

Ilan Pappé knows more about the 

background to the Israeli occupation 

of Palestine than almost anyone. He is

Israel's foremost and most forthright 

historian, a scholar whose has dared 

to challenge his country's comforting 

foundation-myths with books such 

asThe Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine. 

Hounded from his job at the University

of Haifa, he now heads the European 

Centre for Palestine Studies at the 
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but get some of the onion and 

lemon bits on top or in the gaps

around the thighs.

Leave the tray of chicken in the 

fridge for an hour.

Preheat the oven to 

200c.Scatter another 

teaspoonful or so of za'atar on 

the chicken and put it in the 

oven.

After 20 minutes, take it out, 

check that it's cooking happily, 

baste it in the spicy juices, and 

pour a generous glug of fino 

sherry around it.

Give it another 25 minutes in 

the oven, or until it's browned 

and crispy across the top and 

bubbling happily.

Take it out of the oven to rest 

for at least 10 minutes, but just 

leave the chicken in the 

tray. While the chicken's 

resting, add the butter to a 

frying pan and heat it until it 

bubbles. Add the pine 

nuts. Move the pine nuts 

around in the butter until they 

are just brown, and before they 

burn. Scatter them over the top 

of the chicken.

Add the parsley or coriander 

and serve.

Like us, share 
us, join us!

Check Zaytoun out and share 

our news!

For last month's newsletter 

click here, and to check our 

news and updates between 

500 fruitful trees have been 

destroyed by settlers during this

period.

Elsewhere in the West Bank a 

number of children and adults 

have been deliberately rammed

by settler vehicles in several 

locations. Israeli forces have 

arrested more than 1,000 other 

Palestinians in a campaign of 

collective punishment involving 

raids, detentions, and a 2-week

blockade on Hebron. 16 

Palestinians have been killed 

by Israeli forces in the West 

Bank in the last month, and 

hundreds of peaceful protesters

have been injured by rubber-

coated steel bullets and live 

bullets.

In response, Al Jazeerareports 

that West Bank supermarkets

have begun to clear their 

shelves of Israeli 

products, promising customers

they would replenish them with 

Palestinian or imported ones. 

Palestinians, a captive 

consumer market, are deeply 

economically reliant on Israel. 

Up until May 2014, 86.5 

percent of Palestinian exports 

went to Israel, while 

approximately 65 percent of all 

Palestinian imports came from 

Israel.

Dr Nafeth Abu Baker, an 

economist at An-Najah 

University in Nablus, said that 

for now, the economic boycott 

is a useful "non-violent tool of 

the struggle" that can 

eventually help create jobs and 

boost sales of local goods. But 

he acknowledged that its real 

effects would only be seen in 

the long run. "Having a 

complete boycott is 

unattainable when there are 

goods or services we cannot 

import from elsewhere or 

provide locally, such as 

electricity, fuel, gas, and water,"

Abu Baker said. "Also, if we 

University of Exeter.   Here is a taste.

This is one talk not to miss, so bring 

all your friends and relations too. Ilan 

is a powerful and convincing speaker, 

and his Israeli origins mean that his 

opinion will carry weight with the 

doubters (if there are any left). If you 

are coming from a distance and want 

to stay over in Frome we may be able 

to help - please ask.

Tickets are available from Frome 

Wholefoods and from the Cheese and 

Grain itself, price £5/£3 concessions. 

You can order online here: 

Bradford-on-Avon

Sunday 21st September, 12.30-2pm

Quaker Meeting House Whiteheads 

Lane,

Bradford on Avon, BA15 1JU

WITNESSING REALITY. Stories from 

Israel-Palestine, with Ali Morgan, 

recently returned from her Bethlehem 

EAPPI placement. What is daily life 

under occupation really like? What is 

the Israeli peace movement doing? 

What can we do to promote a just 

peace in Israel-Palestine?

 

Bring picnic lunch (noon-12.30pm)

Milton Keynes

Sun 7th Sept, 12-4pm

Palestine Fair

MK Academy, Fulwoods Drive, 

Leadenhall MK6 5LA

Free admission, stalls,a handicrafts 

and films, live music and dance, food 

and refreshments

 

Woking

Fri 5th-Sun 7th September, 10.30am-

5pm

Woking Food Festival  

The Zaytoun stall is located at the 

Lightbox

London

Weds 17th September, 3.30-8.30pm

Regent Hall, Oxford St

London Fairtrade Supporter 

Conference

The event is for campaigners and 

supporters of Fairtrade from across 

London 

Weds 24th September, 7pm

"Open Bethlehem" screening

Ondaatje Theatre

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL 

SOCIETY

1 Kensington Gore, London, SW7 

2AR

Located at the junction of Exhibition 
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newsletters, visit us at our 

social network sites below

   

Burin, a village 
besieged

Some of you are familiar with 

the little village of Burin, near 

Nablus, as a place our olive 

picking team often stays. 

Circled by Israeli settlements 

and military bases, in the last 

year alone villagers lost 1600 

olive trees and between 500 

and 600 almond trees. One 

farmer says "As we don’t have 

access to large sections of our 

olive fields, except for couple of

hours over a couple of days 

during the olive harvest and 

with an Israeli permit, I think 

that, sometimes, going for a 

coffee on our land can be 

even more significant act of 

resistance than a 

demonstration."

As ISM reports, this village was

closed by the Israeli army on 

25th August, victim of the 

aggressive settlement policy 

pursued by Israel in West Bank.

want to see substantial 

changes, every effort should 

be made on the part of 

government, civil society, 

and consumer protection 

bodies to change attitudes 

about Palestinian goods."

 

Road & Kensington Gore

Main entrance through Exhibition 

Road reception

Exclusive screening of film "Open 

Bethlehem", by Leila Sansour, The 

screening will be followed by an 

interview between Leila Sansour and 

renowned British writer and 

broadcaster Melvyn Bragg with Q&A 

from the audience. The focus of the 

discussion,"Should we save 

Bethlehem?", will explore the dramatic

changes taking place in the city  today

and their implications to the wider 

region. 

Leila Sansour is an acclaimed 

Palestinian British film maker from 

Bethlehem, best known in the UK for 

her feature documentary Jeremy 

Hardy versus The Israeli 

Army. Leila has worked for MBC, Al 

Jazeera and ITN News and is the 

founder of OPEN BETHLEHEM, an 

initiative that works to save the city. 

She started  chronicling  the building 

of the wall in her hometown in 2004, a 

project which resulted in the gathering 

of  a rare Bethlehem archive, both 

past and present. 

“For most, Bethlehem is myth. For 

me, it is home and a real place right in

the heart of the Middle East - a little 

town currently fighting for 

survival." LEILA SANSOUR

Tickets available here

Greenbelt 2014
Greenbelt was in a beautiful new 

location this year at Boughton Hall in 

Northamptonshire. It was a  good 

weekend for Zaytoun and great to 

explore the new site, enjoy music, art 

and speakers from the UK and around

the world.

 

Greenbelt’s profiling of voices from 

Israel-Palestine has been long and 

consistent. From the early 1980s 

onwards the Festival has sought to 

give a platform to voices from the 

region not usually heard on the global 

stage; voices struggling for peace and 

justice who advocate non-violent 

action and dialogue – both Israeli and 

Palestinian. Zaytoun is now an 
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established and important part of the 

Festival fabric represented 

by Embrace the Middle East, Merian 

Derwent Palestinian products (John 

Logan's store, which sells our full 

range to buyers within 20 miles of 

Wigan) and Bethlehem Unwrapped at 

three different locations across the 

festival this year.  Embrace the Middle 

East were delighted with their sales 

and had many customers coming back

for more tastings of za’atar many of 

whom had not tried it before and 

commenting on the beautiful taste of 

the olive oil.    Nancy was based at the

Bethlehem Unwrapped Stand along 

with ICAHD and had many people 

coming to talk and ask questions 

about now to get involved.

Christian Aid invited a group of artists, 

dancers, singers, musicians and

 Zaytoun to be part of their event 

'Bethlehem Comes to the Table’ aimed

at giving people a small taste of 

Palestine and life in the West Bank – 

its culture, hospitality, food, theology, 

and beautiful resistance. 

 

It was a festive  weekend with good 

opportunities to hear speakers Daoud 

Nassar, a Palestinian Christian farmer 

whose family works its 100-acre farm 

and olive grove just outside the West 

Bank town of Bethlehem and Dr. 

Raheb, the President of Dar al-Kalima 

University College in Bethlehem as 

well as the president of the Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Jordan and the Holy Land.

 

Greenbelt 2015 is now booking.  If you

are planning to go and would like to 

volunteer with Zaytoun please get in 

touch with Nancy via the office 

at nancy@zaytoun.org.

BDS
09.09.2014 Moving and powerful: Mustafa Barghouti’s speech on the destruction of Gaza

On Tuesday 9th September, Dr Mustafa Barghouti,  the Palestinian MP, member of the PLO’s Central Council,  and General
Secretary of the Palestinian National Initiative, addressed Palestine Solidarity Campaign activists in London.  Dr Barghouti, a
medical doctor, was in Gaza during Israel’s latest massacre.  He spoke to a packed hall of 400 people on the day of PSC’s
National Lobby of Parliament for Palestine. Activists then went on to meet their MPs and put the case for justice for Palestine
and sanctions on Israel.

This is Dr Barghouti’s speech:

Thank you for everything you have done for Palestine and Gaza. We have been watching the demonstrations. What you have
done has given the people a great amount of moral support and I hope you can continue with this, because it is very important.

I ask you to continue with this solidarity work because we have a very, very big fight ahead of us. I want to give you a glimpse of
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what I saw and experienced in Gaza. No footage, no speech, no camera, no television can really show the reality that you can
see with your own eyes. Please go there if you can. It’s so important for you to know the reality and it’s also important for there
people there to see you there. What happened is beyond description. Even describing it as an act of disproportionality is an
insult  to  humanity. Describing  it  as  an  imbalance of  power  is  also  an insult.  After  slaughtering  thousands of  people  and
destroying thousands of homes and to speak about reconstruction and to immediately allow Israeli companies to make a profit
from this is also an insult to humanity.

What happened in Gaza, as has happened before in the West Bank is nothing but war crimes and crimes against humanity.
What happened was nothing but massacres against the civilian population and Israel couldn’t have done that without a feeling
of impunity and without having impunity from international law, and this couldn’t have happened if so many Western world
leaders hadn’t been complicit in what happened. When major world leaders come out and speak about the right of Israel to self
defence and not a single word about the Palestinian right to self-defence when Palestinians are slaughtered and occupied for 47
years, this is an insult to humanity. And let me tell you frankly, after all these days and all this suffering, I have no patience for
diplomatic talk.  I  will  show you some pictures of what I have seen. The destruction was beyond description.  Even in the
Second World War, there was not so much destruction in such a small area.  This was not about one house being destroyed
and the house next to it being destroyed. This was intentional bombardment by the Israeli army and navy and air force to
destroy whole neighbourhoods.

Shujaya, which was completely destroyed was not a neighbourhood. It was a town, it was a city, with 150,000 people and it was
destroyed, one house after another. Every house, every clinic, every mosque, every building was destroyed. Even a home for
people with disabilities was destroyed. The destruction was beyond belief, and it is there for people who want to see. Huge
buildings, of five, six, seven, eight storeys were completely destroyed. In my opinion, Israel was using Gaza as a testing ground
for its weapons. I have never seen even in films such a level of devastation.  I saw one bomb which caused a half a square
kilometre hole in the ground. 18,000 homes and buildings were destroyed completely, 41,000 houses partially damaged, 145
schools, eight hospitals, 13 health centres damaged. 180 mosques damaged, 71 destroyed completely. Even cemeteries were
bombarded, 10 bombarded, nine Muslim cemeteries, one Christian cemetery. They bombarded the graves. The bones of the
people came out of the graves The amount of explosives they used was beyond description. (photo of children climbing a huge
mound of rubble, as high as a house, ‘looking for anything. You can see the stairs. You can see how this huge building became
rubbish.’)

People were told sometimes to leave their homes. They call it warning. They were told within two minutes you have to leave
your home, or they will kill you. And they can take nothing. Imagine, wherever you live, someone telling you to get out of your
home within two minutes or you will be killed and within three minutes your home will be destroyed. How will you feel? You lose
your belongings, your money, your papers, you photos, your passport, and, most important, your memories, which can’t be
brought back even if there is reconstruction. That is what they did to people. They did so many insults to humanity. They talk
about warnings by shooting people. They will shoot a small rocket at a house as a warning sign and then shoot a rocket from an
F16 and destroy the house. And these small rockets kill people, tens of people  How can the world live with that? How can the
BBC speak about the Israeli army warning people with rockets and call it a humanity?  461,000 people lost their homes. Many of
them are still living in shelters. In huge numbers.  I almost cried when I was asked to see a girl in one of these shelters. She has
cancer which has taken away her sight and she was half paralysed. Her mother was with her also. She had to be inside the
room with 50 other people. Very hot, very humid, no showers, no clean water. That’s what happened to these people when they
went into these shelters.

We found evidence of scabies, and gastroenteritis and hepatitis.  Some people decided to live in the rubble rather than in the
shelters, because it was so humiliating to live without any privacy. Sometimes they still find people who are dead under the
destruction (photo of a dead baby girl, who had been under a destroyed home for eight days). Towers, high rises, they were all
destroyed. Huge devastation. This building hosted 80 families. In two minutes, it was destroyed.  There was a man, 82 years
old, who told me he spent all his life building a house and a family. He had a house with four storeys and 28 sons and daughters
and grandchildren. He went to pray during Ramadaan, one evening. He came back. The house was completely destroyed, his
wife was killed. All the 28 sons and daughters and grandsons and granddaughters were killed. 91 families were completely
annihilated. 91 families were scratched from the civil records in these attacks. During these attacks, the Israeli army killed 2,153
people, and the number will still rise because we still have injured people who will not survive. 83% of those killed were civilians,
85% of them were killed inside their homes, 578 of those killed were children, 260 were women, 101 were elderly people. More
than 1,100 people have been injured, including more than 3,000 people who will become disabled for the rest of their lives.
The population of Gaza is only 1.8 million. If Gaza had the population of the United States, you will be talking about 400,000
killed and 1,934,000 injured, almost two million.

During the September 11th 2001 attacks, the United States lost 3,000 people. After that, they conducted so many wars and went
after everybody all over the world. What would the United States have done if they had lost 400,000 people in 51 days?

This is eight times more than what the United States lost in the whole of the Vietnam War – just to give an idea of the scope of
the killing and the damage.  145 families lost three or more of their members. 31 charities were destroyed. 462,000 people were
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dispossessed.  The weapons they used should be prohibited by international law. As well as using their F16s, the Israelis started
throwing barrels of explosives, because their aim was not to target specifically but their aim was to destroy and kill as many
people as possible. This is something that the BBC does not show you, and CCN and Sky news does not show you, and Fox
News does not talk about it. I provided this footage (photos of barrel bombs, exploded and unexploded) to their correspondents.
They would not listen.

Did you hear about it? Was it mentioned in the news? Tell your MPs about it. Ask your MP – how can a country that claims to be
a civilised country, a democracy, that has a very special relationship with the United Kingdom, that keeps speaking about the
right to defend itself, ask them, how can they be allowed to throw barrels of explosives at a civilian population?  The shrapnel is
so sharp it can cut anything, and shrapnel like this is all over the place. It includes very dangerous material. Tungsten and other
material that is carcinogenous, and depleted uranium.  One woman told me she was hiding in a UNWRA shelter, which was
supposed to be a safe place. The Israelis had the geographical location of it, they had the co-ordinates for that shelter. And they
still attacked seven of these UNWRA shelters, killing 40 people and injuring 240 more.  One woman called me. She was in one
of these shelters. She said: ‘At four in the morning they started bombarding us. There was one bomb, then a second bomb, then
a third. I woke up, it was dark, I couldn’t find anybody. I started looking for my children, and then I found Mohammed. I put my
hand out and he was without his head.’

He was decapitated. This is what they have done.  They used 21,000 tonnes of explosives. This is equal to two 1 megaton
nuclear bombs. Two nuclear bombs basically were dropped on Gaza.  They used prohibited weapons. Dime bombs, tungsten,
depleted uranium, even bombs that throw nails everywhere, so they kill as many people as possible. They destroyed water
networks, sewage systems, they attacked and destroyed the only electricity station in Gaza. And they created epidemics. Uptil
now, in the best case scenario, people in Gaza have electricity for only six hours a day. What do you do if you only have
electricity for six hours a day? What would you do if you could not have showers every day because the water is so saline?
What would you do in a place where 90% of water sources are polluted and salinated, and not good for human use?  The
devastation is unbelievable. They attacked 36 ambulances, they killed 22 first aid and health providers. They devastated eight
hospitals. They killed 18 journalists and attacked seven UNWRA schools. They killed five people in Shifa hospital. Two disabled
women were killed in a disabled centre. 450 factories were destroyed. Farms were destroyed. Today there is no meat in Gaza,
because all  the sheep were killed in the attacks. The soil is so covered in chemicals that it’s not good for human use, for
farming.

This is Amira (photo of heavily bandaged girl in a shelter), and her sister. Two years old and four months old. Broken legs,
broken arms. They lost their father, their mother, brothers, sisters, their aunts, their uncles, they lost everything. And when
somebody in the room in the room said ‘who will have them?’, three women in the room immediately said they would. And they
were women who already had children to look after, one of them had lost a child. They said, ‘we will have them. We are all their
family.’ This is the Palestinian resistance that Netanyahu will never understand.  People are not numbers. People are human
beings. None of you would expect to be treated as a number. You are a human being with a history, with family, with children,
with relatives, with a whole life. Every single one of those people who were killed should be recorded and people should know
about  them.  Israel  attacked Gaza in  2006,  in  2008,  in  2013 and in 2014.  In  2014,  there  was one hundred times more
destruction and more explosives than in all three previous wars. Why? Because they are testing the world, they are testing you,
they are testing every single person in humanity to see how much you can tolerate.

This is what the fascists did before. The fascists tested humanity to see how much it would resist and now it is time to resist
Israel. They tried to dehumanise us as Palestinians. First they tried to dehumanise Hamas, then all Palestinians. Netanyahu
even has the guts to try and compare Hamas with Isis.  It’s totally unacceptable to keep accepting Israel’s claim of self-defence.
This is not self-defence. This is offence. Israel shouldn’t be allowed this level of impunity. Enough is enough. We have to take
them to the International Criminal Court. The PLO must immediately sign the Rome Statute and take Israel to the ICC.  Israel
bombed, then they let ambulances and journalists come to the site, then they bombed again and again. (shows a harrowing
video of ambulances and people coming to the aid of people injured in a bombing, and then being themselves bombed).
Tell your MPs now that this inhumanity can’t continue. There’s only one way out – to establish boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) against Israel in order to dismantle this occupation and this apartheid.

-  See  more  at:  http://www.palestinecampaign.org/moving-powerful-mustafa-barghoutis-speech-destruction-
gaza/#sthash.BdYq48cW.dpuf  

24.09.2014 Glasgow activists arrested for shutting down drone maker tied to Gaza 
slaughter

Ten activists were arrested after shutting down a Thales UK factory in the Scottish city of Glasgow on Tuesday to protest the
company’s relationship with the Israeli military.  It was the first direct action by the Glasgow Palestine Action Network (GPAN),
a newly formed group led by women, queer and trans activists with a history of supporting the Palestinian struggle.  Staged in
response to Israel’s summertime military onslaught that  killed more than 2,100 Palestinians in the besieged Gaza Strip,
including more than 500 children, the action sought to protest “the UK economy’s ever growing military industrial cooperation
with governments that flout international law,” GPAN explained in a press release. Thales UK— a subsidiary of the French
company, Thales, which is ranked by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute as the eleventh largest arms
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producer in the world — signed a $1.6 billion contract with Israel’s largest military technology firm  Elbit Systems in 2011 to
develop a new drone fleet for the UK military called Watchkeeper.

Watchkeeper is based on Elbit’s Hermes 450 model, one of Israel’s most widely deployed attack drones. Like most weapons
developed in Israel, the Hermes 450 has been tested and perfected on the people of Gaza, which allows Elbit to market its star
drone as “combat-proven.”  Outfitted to carry two medium range missiles, the Hermes 450 was used by the Israeli army during
its Winter 2008-2009 invasion of Gaza to deliberately target Palestinian civilians, according to an investigation by Human Rights
Watch. This arrangement, which treats Palestine as Israel’s proprietary weapons laboratory, has paved the way for Israel to
become the world’s number one exporter of drones.

Getting in the way

On Tuesday morning, four GPAN activists climbed to the roof of the Thales UK facility in Glasgow, where they unfurled a
massive Palestinian flag as well  as banners with pro-Palestine messages and refused to leave.  “Drones are a key part of
Israel’s military arsenal,” explained Fifi O-Hara, who participated in the roof occupation. “By allowing this factory to export drone
components and other arms to Israel, the UK government is providing direct support and approval to Israel’s massacres.”  While
the roof occupiers dropped their banners, activists on the ground locked themselves together using arm tubes to form human
chains outside the building’s two main entrances, forcing the company to suspend operations for the day. Meanwhile, supporters
gathered outside the building in response to GPAN’s call for a demonstration in solidarity with Palestine. Eventually the activists
were forcibly removed by police and arrested. Those occupying the roof came prepared to stay for days but were forced down
after police deployed a mountain rescue crew to confiscate their food and water. 

Activist  A,  who participated  in  blockading the  entrances,  told  The Electronic  Intifada  just  after  being  released  on bail  on
Wednesday evening, that it took police three and a half hours to cut the demonstrators out of the arm tubes.  All ten activists
were charged with “breach of the peace” and their court date is scheduled for February, added Macbain. Though the group was
aiming for a more serious charge in hopes of igniting a political trial, they are satisfied with the outcome and encouraged by the
positive response from the community. 

Just the Beginning

“We had so much support from the people of Glasgow,” said A. “There were tons of people outside the court. There were people
on the street.” The group was especially encouraged by the support they received from Palestinians on Twitter and Facebook. 
“We wanted to draw attention to the fact that drones are considered peaceful surveillance tools. But what we’re seeing in Gaza
and across the world, in places like Yemen, is drones are armed and being used for lethal force,” said Macbain.  Macbain added
that  this  action  is  just  the  beginning  of  GPAN’s promise to  honor the  Palestinian  call to  intensify boycott,  divestment  and
sanctions (BDS) against Israel in the aftermath of the Gaza slaughter. “We will continue to put pressure and raise awareness so
that the workers are aware of what they’re making and the people are aware of what they’re supporting by not resisting their
government,” said Macbain.

This post has been changed slightly since publication to clarify the fact that Thales UK is part of the French company Thales.

29.09.2014 Hold Israel accountable for Gaza massacre
Dear BDS supporter - A month has now passed since the end of Israel’s massacre of the besieged population of Gaza.  Gaza
may no longer be on our TV screens, but the medieval siege remains in place and Israel appears more determined than ever to
press on with the expansion of its illegal Israeli settlements.   As civil society organisations in Gaza have said, there is now a
battle underway to ensure that Israel is held to account. The outcome of this battle will determine whether Israel’s latest assault
will be yet another stage in Israel’s incremental genocide” of Palestinians or the turning point that will bring an end to Israel’s
status as an entity above the law. The outcome of this battle depends on you.
 
Palestinians everywhere were inspired by the international  outpouring of support  for  Palestine during the Gaza massacre.
Hundreds of thousands of people across the world joined the August 9 Day of Rage protests initiated by organisations in Gaza.
Israeli ships were prevented from docking at Oakland and other ports in the US. Israeli arms factories were shut down and
protests were held at hundreds of retailers across the world that sells Israeli goods. And we know that BDS is working: Israeli
exporters are complaining that it's becoming impossible to export produce to Israel. Big companies like G4S and Veolia are
scaling back their involvement in Israeli crimes. Latin American governments responded to public pressure by withdrawing their
ambassadors to Israel.
 
What happens next depends on how strong we can build the movement. Get involved with the BDS movement today:

o Read our Make an Impact page that is full of ideas on what products to boycott and how to be effective
o Check out our Get Involved page for tips on how to start a BDS campaign
o Contact us to find out how to join a local BDS group
o Follow us on Twitter and Facebook to get our latest updates
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We look forward to working with you to build a BDS movement that can make Israel pay a heavy price for its massacre of
Palestinians in Gaza. 
The Palestinian BDS National Committee

**********

British Government

17.09.2014 If the UK recognises Palestine, so will others

The recent announcement by the Israeli government that it is expropriating another 1,000 acres of the West Bank has only
reinforced in the minds of many that the Israel-Palestine conflict is stuck in an impasse. Yet it is at such bleak times that leaders
need to find new ways to move forward. That is why I believe the time is right for the United Kingdom to recognise the state of
Palestine. The turmoil in Syria and Iraq may overshadow this issue, but it is wrong to neglect it.

Britain is uniquely placed to give a lead by recognising Palestine now, just as we recognised Israel in 1950. Where we lead,
Europe will follow – and there is urgency. John Kerry, the US Secretary of State, said in April 2013 that we had two years at
most to resolve the conflict. Today’s chronic cycle of violence and violent deterrence will not do that, but will recur if we do
nothing. The combination of illegal Israeli settlements in occupied East Jerusalem and the West Bank and the closure of Gaza
means that time is not on our side if the two neighbourly states we seek are to be realised. Why the UK, you may ask? Well, we
are party to the history of this conflict – originators of the Balfour Declaration and holders of the Mandate for Palestine between
1920 and 1948. Under the Mandate, we took on a “sacred trust of civilisation” to advance the welfare of the Palestinian people
and guide them to independence. Today, we are major donors to the Palestinian Authority and to UNRWA, the UN agency that
strives to meet the needs of Palestinian refugees in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Jordan, Lebanon and war-torn Syria.
For the third time in a decade, we will contribute to rebuilding Gaza after a conflict. When we choose, we can make a difference
in the EU and at the UN.  Now, when the two-state solution – the only viable solution – is at  risk,  we should affirm our
commitment to what is right and just for both Israelis and Palestinians. Both deserve security. Both deserve statehood. A one-
state outcome is no solution. It means further discrimination in an apartheid-style system, and more violence – but with no way
out.

Bilateral recognition of Palestine is in the UK’s gift. The UK recognises states, not governments, so this would not be tied to any
Palestinian  political  party. In  2011,  Britain  noted at  the  UN that  “the  Palestinian  Authority  has developed successfully  the
capacity to run a democratic and peaceful state, founded on the rule of law and living in peace and security with Israel…
Palestine largely fulfils the legal and technical criteria for UN membership, including statehood, in as far as the Occupation
allows.”  Recognising Palestine is a political step, which 134 out of 193 UN member states have taken. Britain waits for “a
moment of our choosing and when it can best help bring about peace”. That moment is now. For this veto-bearing permanent
member of the Security Council, a further abstention is abdicating responsibility. If we choose to act decisively, we change the
dynamic in the EU and at the UN.

Undoubtedly, such a decision will serve as a reaffirmation of current UK policy. We already believe that the Palestinian people
have the inalienable right to self-determination; and that the Israeli people have the unquestionable right to live in peace and
security, with all Arab/Muslim states recognising the State of Israel, as in Saudi Arabia’s 2002 Arab Peace Initiative. Also, that
the two states will determine borders based on 1967 lines, with agreed land swaps of equal size and value; that Gaza will be
demilitarised, like the rest of Palestine, and linked with the West Bank; and that Jerusalem will be the shared capital of both
states, which will agree a just and fair solution to the refugee question.

Moreover, UK policy is that US/Nato troops will guarantee the security of both states after the full, phased withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Palestine; and that the negotiations will be on a “no victor, no vanquished” basis to preserve parity of esteem of both
parties. America would do well to enshrine this policy in a unanimous UN Security Council Resolution. But with the US mid-term
elections  looming,  will  Washington  reaffirm  the  international  consensus?  If  not,  it’s  back  to  us.  What  do  we  ask  of  the
Palestinians? Adherence to  President  Abbas’s policy  of  non-violence and full  security  co-operation  with  Israel,  across the
territory of Palestine, plus early, free and fair elections. Of Israel, we ask respect for the Geneva Conventions she has signed,
human rights and international humanitarian law.

Recognition will renew Palestinian belief that the path of non-violence, not the Hamas path, leads somewhere: to a state coming
into being through diplomacy and democratic expression, not destruction. Israelis will see that we regard both peoples as equal
in dignity and in rights. Recognition will help safeguard Israel from the folly of a one-state outcome, by validating the second
state. Peace negotiations will  be on a more equal basis. It  is important to note that recognition is not sufficient to end the
Occupation. Negotiations based on equity will end it, along with respect for the international law that the United Kingdom helped
to create, and which we are bound to uphold.
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Sir Vincent Fean served as British Consul-General in Jerusalem from 2010 to 2014

Source: PSC

**********

Child Prisoners
03.09.2014 Alert 5th Sept - Protest in solidarity with Khalida Jarrar & Child Prisoners
Date: Friday 5th Sept 2014, 3:00pm - 5:00pm
Location: G4S HQ, 105 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QT 

PALESTINIAN CHILD PRISONERS RAIDED & STRIP SEARCHED
In ongoing attacks on Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons which last month saw 16 violent raids using tear gas and attack
dogs  on  defenseless  captives, last  week  heavily  armed  thugs  from  the  occupation  forces  special  units  stormed 
childrens prisoners wing at the G4S secured HaSharon prison. 5 of the children's rooms were ransacked, and the children were
handcuffed and strip searched by heavily armed forces. 

37  children  are  caged  at  HaSharon  in  very  difficult  conditions.  They  are  regularly  denied  visits  from  their  family. 
The food is of very poor condition and the quantity often not enough for all the children, and this has been made worse with
recent  cuts  in  food  rations.  Children  have  not  seen  many  fruits  and  vegetables  since  their  arrest.  
Children are also facing severe delays in receiving basic medical care, and children education is being unnecessarily disrupted
with bans on simple items like calculators for maths. The children are barred from learning any subject other than arabic &
maths.

The 37 child prisoners at HaSharon are mostly from Jerusalem and include former hunger striker 15 years old Ubaida Assad
whom we have campaigned for before.  Join us this Friday outside G4S HQ as we demand an end to all such punitive attacks
and the immediate and unconditional release of the children.

SOLIDARITY WITH KHALIDA JARRAR
Member of  the Palestinian Parliament, Khalida Jarrar  has dedicated her life to defending political prisoners in occupation
dungeons.  She chairs  the  Prisoners'  Committee of  the  Parliament  and is  former  executive director  of  Addameer  Prisoner
Support and Human Rights Association and a member of its board. On 20th August around 50 Israeli sodiers invaded Ramallah
and surrounded Jarrar's home to deliver a military expulsion order expelling her from her home in Ramallah to Jericho effective
within 24h.

Jarrar refused to sign the expulsion order, saying “you, the occupation, are killing our Palestinian people. You practice mass
arrests,  demolish  homes,  kidnap  people  from  their  homes  and  deport  them.  It  is  you  who  must  leave  our  home.”  
The  expulsion  order  violates  the  Fourth  Geneva  Convention  which  prohibits  such  forced  transfers.
Khalida Jarrar has now moved in to a “protest tent” outside the Palestinian parliament building in Ramallah. She announced that
she is going to stay and continue her work from there until the decision is revoked.  Khalida Jarrar has already been banned
from traveling  abroad in an attempt  to  prevent  her from informing the people  of  the world  of  the struggles of  Palestinian
prisoners in Israeli  jails, now the occupation is attempting to do the same within Palestine, wishing to expell  her from the
administrative  capital  of  the  West  Bank  Ramallah  to  curb  her  activism.  This  expulsion  order  is  clearly  another  attack  of
Palestinian  prisoners  and  their  defenders.   We  in  international  solidarity  must  stand  with  Khalida  and  repel  this  attack.  
Please join us protest in solidarity with Khalida Jarrar this friday outside G4S HQ at 3pm.  For information on other ways to help,
please visit the Khalida Jarrar Solidarity Campaign 

http://samidoun.ca/khalidajarrar 

Child Prisoners & Women Prisoners - The Hares Boys, Lena Jarboni & Shireen Issawi 
We will of course be continuing our campaigns for the Hares Boys - 5 Palestinian boys tortured at the notorious G4S secured
Israeli children's dungeon at Al Jalame and then caged at Israel's G4S secured Megiddo prison,   and are facing 25 years for a
crime that didn't even take place. And we will continue our campaign for women prisoners, in particular Shireen Issawi and Lena
Jarboni who has endured 11 years locked up and abused in Israel's G4S secured HaSharon prison.

Palestinian Prisoners Campaign

www.inminds.com/caged

fb.com/inmindscom
twitter.com/InmindsCom
youtube.com/user/inminds

The Palestinian Prisoners Campaign aims to raise awareness for the plight of Palestinian prisoners and build solidarity for their
struggle and work towards their freedom. The campaign was launched by Innovative Minds (inminds.com) and the Islamic
Human Rights Commission (ihrc.org) on the occasion of Al Quds Day 2012 (on 17th August 2012), since then we have held
actions every fortnight in  support of  Palestinian prisoners, if  you can spare two hours twice a month then please join the
campaign by coming to the next action.

10.09.2014 Children in Chains
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10 Sep 2014 — In November 2012, a seminar took place in Edinburgh, organised by Scottish friends of Palestine, entitled
'Children in Chains.  The event included a presentation by West Bank based lawyer Gerard Horton, whose description of Israel's
systematic abuse of Palestinian children living under Israeli martial law left the audience stunned...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQ7gAeANzQ4
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**********
Football
10.09.2014 Take action to stop Israel from hosting major football tournament
This summer, Israel carried out another brutal massacre of Palestinians. More than 2,100 Palestinians in the besieged Gaza
strip  were  killed and hundreds of  thousands more were  left  displaced as Israel  deliberately  targeted homes, schools  and
hospitals.  Now  Israel  is  bidding  to  host  matches  for  the  UEFA European  Football  Championship  tournament  in  2020  in
Jerusalem.

TAKE ACTION - Tell UEFA to Show Israel the Red Card

Israel has launched a war on football  in  Palestine: footballers have been killed, stadiums bombed and players have been
refused permission to travel to matches.  Among those killed in Israel’s recent massacre were Ahmad Muhammad al-Qatar and
Uday Caber, two 19-year-old football players at the start of their careers.

Israel  hopes  to  host  UEFA 2020  games in  Jerusalem.  Yet  Israel  continues  to  brutally  occupy  East  Jerusalem,  which  is
internationally recognized as occupied Palestinian territory. The Israeli government recently announced 2,220 settlement units in
East Jerusalem as part of its continued ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from the city.

As a letter to UEFA president Michel Platini from Palestinian sports teams and civil society organizations has explained: 

“By awarding the IFA the privilege of  hosting the 2020 games in Jerusalem, UEFA would  be sending a morally  troubling
message of approval - or even a reward for – Israel’s grave violations of human rights in Gaza, East Jerusalem and elsewhere.”

Tell  Platini  that UEFA must exclude Israel  from the bidding when it  meets to decide who will  host  UEFA 2020 games on
September 19.

#RedCardIsrael

BNC-announce mailing list.  You are receiving this mail because you have expressed an interest in being sent important 
announcements and updates from the Palestinian BDS National Committee (BNC).  To unsubscribe send an email to:   BNC-
announce-unsubscribe@lists.people-link.net
www.bdsmovement.net
info@bdsmovement.net

17.09.2014 Twitter action tonight - Tell UEFA not to reward Israel for Gaza massacre
Join the Twitter storm - Tell UEFA not to reward Israel for Gaza massacre
8:30pm UK time/10:30pm Jerusalem time - Wednesday September 17
The Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) will on Friday decide whether or not to award Israel the right to host
games  in  Jerusalem  as  part  of  major  the UEFA 2020  championship.  As  a letter to UEFA president  Michel  Platini  from
Palestinian sports teams and civil society organizations has explained: “By awarding the IFA the privilege of hosting the 2020
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games in Jerusalem, UEFA would be sending a morally troubling message of approval - or even a reward for – Israel’s grave
violations of human rights in Gaza, East Jerusalem and elsewhere.” 

Join  activists  from  across  the  world  in  bombarding UEFA with  Tweets  telling  them  not  to  award UEFA 2020  games  to
Israel. The Twitter action will be using the existing tag #RedCardIsrael and a new tag #NoIsrael2020. Please do not share or
Tweet using the new #NoIsrael2020 until the start of the action at 8:30pm UK time/10:30pm Jerusalem time. 

Example Tweets: 
1. .@UEFAcom: don't reward Israel for its war on football! pic.  twitter  .com/ylFbDytUWq #NoIsrael2020 #RedCardIsrael 
2. Israel  has  launched  a  war  on  football  in  Palestine,  @UEFAcom  must  act! bit.ly/1rWtGPe #NoIsrael2020

#RedCardIsrael 
3. 500 athletes' houses destroyed during #Gaza massacre pic.  twitter  .com/ylFbDytUWq #NoIsrael2020 #RedCardIsrael 
4. If @UEFAcom lets Israel host UEFA2020 games they'll be supporting Gaza massacre bit.ly/1rWtGPe#RedCardIsrael

#NoIsrael2020
5. Tell @UEFAcom not to reward Israel for its Gaza massacre bit.ly/1rWtGPe #RedCardIsrael #NoIsrael2020
6. End  Israel's  war  on  football:tell  @UEFAcom  not  to  let  Israel  host  UEFA2020  games  #NoIsrael2020

#RedCardIsrael http://thndr.it/WJ3Nnm
7. 32 sports facilities damaged during #Gaza massacre pic.  twitter  .com/ylFbDytUWq #NoIsrael2020 #RedCardIsrael 
8. No 2020 @UEFAcom European Championships in #Jerusalem bit.ly/1rWtGPe #RedCardIsrael #NoIsrael2020
9. Tell @UEFAcom not to support Israel's colonization of Jerusalem  bit.ly/1rWtGPe #RedCardIsrael #NoIsrael2020

19.09.2014 Jerusalem was NOT awarded the right to host games
Red Card Israeli Racism, London    http://www.uefa.com/uefaeuro-2020/about-euro/index.html . Congratulations to all of us for
a great campaign! 
Abdulrahman Abunahel, the coordinator in Gaza with the Palestinian Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions National Committee
said:

"Given that awarding Israel the right to host the games would have been a sign of support for Israel's massacre in Gaza and its
war on Palestinian football, UEFA has made the only sensible decision. "We thank all those who joined us in opposing Israel's
bid to host games in Jerusalem, a city from which Israel is ethnically cleansing Palestinians. Our online campaigning and the
occupations of football association buildings in France and Italy undoubtedly played a role in persuading UEFA to to make the
right choice."

"Israel has launched a war on football  in Palestine: footballers have been killed, stadiums bombed and players have been
refused permission to travel to matches. UEFA must suspend the membership the Israeli Football Association if it fails to do
more to oppose Israel's attack on Palestinian sport."

**********
Gaza
 10.09.2014 Israeli officer admits ordering lethal strike on own soldier during Gaza 

massacre

140910-ofer-winter.jpg

The Yedioth Ahronoth interview with Colonel Ofer Winter.)

The  civilian  population  in  Gaza  is  “a  partner  of  terror”  that  “gets  what  they  choose,”  the  top  commander  of  the  Israeli
army’s Givati Brigade told the Israeli press recently, after orchestrating some of the deadliest episodes of butchery visited upon
the Gaza Strip this summer. Colonel Ofer Winter also admitted to ordering the mass-bombardment of an area where an Israeli
soldier was known to be in order to prevent his capture alive by Palestinian resistance fighters — an army policy known as
the Hannibal  Directive.  These are just two of the many incriminating comments made by Winter in a lengthy and candid
interview published in a paper-only edition of the Hebrew-language Israeli newspaper Yediot Ahronot on 15 August.

The interview took place near the end of Israel’s 51-day bombing campaign which killed more than 2,100 people in Gaza, the
vast majority of them civilians — including more than 500 children. Israel expert Dena Shunra translated the interview for The
Electronic Intifada.  In addition to justifying the mass killing of civilians in Gaza, Winter applauded the carpet bombing he
ordered in Rafah as a necessary punishment and repeatedly invoked religious supremacy as a leading factor in what he views
as a Jewish victory in Gaza.

Rafah massacre

Just as a temporary three-day humanitarian ceasefire negotiated by Egypt and the United States went into effect on the morning
of Friday 1 August, a unit of soldiers from the Israeli army’s Givati Brigade conducted a tunnel incursion in Rafah, provoking fire
from Palestinian resistance fighters.  Two Israeli soldiers were killed in the ensuing firefight and another, Hadar Goldin, went
missing. It was later determined that Goldin died in the battle, but in the immediate aftermath the Israeli army operated under
the assumption that he had been captured.  Ofer Winter was napping when he woke up to news of Goldin’s possible capture.
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He told Yediot Ahronot’s Yossi Yehoshua:

At 9 am, half an hour after I put my head down, the Deputy Brigade Commander woke me up: “come quickly, it’s best you be
here.” We asked for a snapshot, we wanted information. We didn’t think there was an abduction yet. While inquiring if everyone
was there, I commanded Sagiv, the Armored Forces Commander operating under my orders, to start moving from Hirbat Hiza’a,
which was where he was, toward Rafah. Just then I got the message “it’s not green in our eyes” – in other words, not everyone
had been found. We were missing a soldier. At 9:36, after inquiries with the battalion commander on site, I announced on the
communication  system the word that no one wants to  say – “Hannibal.”  In  other  words, there  had been an abduction. I
instructed all the forces to move forward, to occupy space, so the abductors would not be able to move.

The Hannibal Directive is an unwritten Israeli military protocol for executing captured Israeli soldiers to avoid politically painful
prisoner swaps. Although its existence has been reported in the Israeli press since the 1980s, this interview with Winter appears
to be the most frank acknowledgement of its use.  The idea is to prevent the captors from taking the soldier alive, effectively
denying Palestinian or other Arab resistance groups a bargaining chip down the line and relieving Israeli leaders of the political
fallout from having to make concessions (such as prisoner swaps) to secure the soldier’s release.

Executing their own

According to blogger Richard Silverstein, the Israeli army has implemented the Hannibal Directive on at least three occasions
during this latest war on Gaza, deploying massive firepower with the intention of executing three of their own.  For the following
several hours, residents of Rafah, many having just returned to their homes for what they were told would be a three-day
ceasefire,  were subjected to a carpet bombing campaign that left  the town in ruins and 190 people dead. An Israeli  army
officer told the Associated Press that soldiers pounded Rafah with 500 artillery shells in  just  eight hours and launched an
estimated 100 airstrikes within two days.  Acting on Winter’s “Hannibal” order, the Israeli army sealed off Rafah to prevent the
alleged captors  from escaping with  Goldin  alive. Homes were  flattened on top of  families  sheltering inside.  Civilians who
attempted to flee the inferno were torn to shreds by artillery. Vehicles trying desperately to evacuate the wounded were fired
upon.

By 2 August, the Israeli army had killed 190 Palestinians in Rafah, including 55 children. With the morgues full to capacity,
medical workers were forced to store corpses invegetable refrigerators to accommodate the high volume of dead bodies.       As
Israel laid waste to Rafah, the Obama administration called the alleged capture of Goldin, an invading Israeli soldier engaged in
armed hostilities against Gaza, a“barbaric” and “outrageous” act.

“They messed with the wrong brigade”

“A lot  of  criticism was heard  about  the  force  you employed in  Rafah,  directly  after  the  abduction,”  said  interviewer  Yossi
Yehoshua to Winter.  “Everything we did was from the understanding that we could return Hadar Goldin alive,” responded
Winter. “Stop the abduction event. Come from above to the places he could come out of. That’s what we employed all the force
for,” he insisted. These claims are totally inconsistent with the reality on the ground, where the only possible intended outcome
of bombing everything was to kill Goldin and his captors while collectively punishing the surrounding population in the process.

Winter continued with an even more contradictory remark, hinting that the response in Rafah was partly an act of retribution.
“Anyone who abducts should know that he will pay a price. This was not revenge. They simply messed with the wrong brigade,”
he said. Then, in a stunning display of hypocrisy, Winter (who relies on airstrikes and indiscriminate artillery fire to avoid face to
face confrontations with the supposed enemy and who had to be woken up from a nap to be informed that his soldiers were
killed in Rafah) tried to portray Palestinian resistance fighters as cowards.

“We fought against two Hamas brigades. Where were their brigade commanders?” he asked indignantly. “I hoped they would
come face to face with us, but they chickened out. They sent their men forward, causing more evil and killing. That’s not combat.
There were very few places where there were fighting retreats. They left everything and escaped.”

Divine intervention

As an orthodox Jew firmly in Israel’s religious nationalist camp, Winter is making a career of mixing his brand of messianic
Zionism with military aggression.  As a graduate of Bnei David, a religious pre-military academy located in Eli, an illegal Jewish-
only settlement in the occupied West Bank, Winter epitomizes the mainstreaming of religiously motivated brutality in the Israeli
army. Bnei David’s goal is to replace Israel’s largely secular military elite with religious Zionists, like Winter.  On the eve of
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Israel’s ground invasion,  Winter  declared in  a letter  to  his  troops that  they were fighting  a Jewish  holy  war to  punish  the
blasphemous Palestinians of Gaza. Responding to criticism of the letter, Winter doubled down, telling Yediot Ahronot, “if I had to
do so, I would write the same letter again, without batting an eyelid.”  The impact of Winter’s fanaticism on Palestinians in Gaza
was nothing short of catastrophic. Soldiers from the Givati Brigade under Winter’s command made up the majority of ground
troops that  thundered  into  Khuzaa,  a  farming  community  near  the  Israeli  boundary  line.  With  massive  artillery  shelling
accompanied by airstrikes, the Israeli army reduced all of Khuzaa to rubble to secure a path for columns of invading tanks,
jeeps and soldiers.

Cut off from the outside world for days, the residents of Khuzaa were at the mercy of Winter’s religiously-guided soldiers who
carried out summary executions of both fightersand civilians and mowed down anyone trying to flee, including a wheelchair-
using 16-year-old girl with epilepsy and a wounded elderly woman crawling on the ground desperate for help. Speaking about
his  brigade’s  reign  of  terror  in  Khuzaa,  Winter  is  cited  by Yediot  Ahronotas  telling  the  ultra-Orthodox  weekly
newspaper Mishpacha that as the sun rose during the ground invasion, the movement of his troops remained hidden by “clouds
of divine honor.” “It was only when the homes that were supposed to be exploded were exploded and there was no longer any
danger to our lives, the fog suddenly dispersed,” said Winter, insisting that the clouds were a direct intervention from God to
protect the Jewish people. Winter offered further religious explanations for his “victory” in Gaza to Yediot Ahronot.  Noting that
the ground invasion coincided with “The Between the Straits Days” — a three-week mourning period observed by orthodox
Jews to commemorate the ancient siege on Jerusalem and the loss of Jewish statehood — Winter opined that the overlap “was
not just a coincidence.”

The Between the Straits Days end on the 9th of Av, also known as Tisha B’Av [observed on 5 August of this year], the very day
that the fighting ended. It was especially on this day, a day of national mourning, that the decision was made: the IDF [Israeli
military], the Nation of Israel – they won. We proved that we are a unified, determined nation and that we will not be beaten.
Unitedness won. No ill words were spoken. Even the ultra-orthodox public – which cannot be taken for granted – fought with all
its might from the place where it stands [meaning they prayed very hard]. I received lots of messages during the war. This is a
tikun - repair - for what our ancestors have hurt. It enhanced the victory. 

“The terrorists are the children” of Gaza

Despite the Palestinian blood on his hands, or more likely because of it, Winter has emerged as a hero in Israel, completely
revered  within  the  military  and  adored  by  the  public.   Asked  about  his  earlier  complaints  that  the  political  and  military
establishment was holding him back from finishing the job in Gaza, Winter told Yediot Ahronot that he is ultimately satisfied with
the outcome of the onslaught and then proceeded to brag about the carnage.  “There are hundreds of terrorists who were
killed,” he boasted. “That is the message – no matter what we do, we’ll go in wherever we want to go. It is important that the
enemy know this.”  “We shredded them. We can do it much worse, and it’s best for them that we not do it,” added Winter. “We
gave them a much stronger beating than in Cast Lead.”  “When the Palestinians return to their home they will understand the
scope of the damage Hamas has inflicted on them. Hamas used them,” he said. Winter clarified that the enemy is not just
Hamas but all of Gaza. 

“This population is a hostage, but I think it is also a partner. I don’t exonerate them of responsibility so quickly,” said Winter of
the 1.8 million Palestinians who inhabit the besieged coastal enclave, half of whom are children.  “True, there are some pitiable
people there, but in many cases the terrorists are the children or relatives of the people who live there. In almost every home
there is a son or other relative that is a partner in terror. How do you raise children in a home with explosives? In the end,
everyone gets what they choose.”

“Forces of darkness”

He went on to call the Israeli assault “A just war against a cruel enemy. We, who sanctify life, fought against an enemy who
sanctifies death. The forces of light against the forces of darkness.”  “This is an important statement due to the absolutism of it,”
explains Israel expert Dena Shunra, who translated the article for The Electronic Intifada. “If Hamas (or Gaza as a whole) are
the forces of darkness, any action is absolved. It is a Manichean sentiment similar to what we hear from the US military, and
does not leave any room for ending hostilities – a war to the death.” Winter’s warped vision of a civilian population in Gaza
complicit in the “forces of darkness” essentially justifies killing them en masse, which is exactly what he did in Rafah and
Khuzaa. As a result, “[Winter] cannot walk around today without being halted, hugged, asked for a photo opportunity,” according
to Yediot. In a final address to his troops following the Gaza slaughter, Winter alluded to the next round of massacres.“I am
proud of you for everything that you have done. It is all thanks to you,” he told the soldiers. “I cannot promise you, like the song
does, that this will be the last war, but I promise that this war, which is so just, will push the next war a good few years away.”

Submitted by Rania Khalek on 10.09.2014

26.09.2014 Gaza ceasefire: One month on
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MAP PRESIDENT: 'UK MUST RECOGNISE PALESTINE'

Recognising Palestine: Letter from MAP President

One month  after  the  ceasefire  was  announced  in  Gaza,  MAP President,  Baroness  Morris  of  Bolton,  has  written  to  the
Telegraph urging Britain fulfil her obligation to the Palestinians in recognising Palestine at the UN.

Recognising Palestine

SIR – The Conservative Middle East Council (CMEC) was established under Margaret Thatcher in 1980, following the Venice
Declaration, when the then nine members of the European Community registered their concern over the continued building of
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (Comment, September 1  7). They saw this as an obstacle to peace and
resolved that the traditional ties and common interests which link Europe to the Middle East obliged them to play a special role
in working towards that peace. Thirty-four years later, we are no nearer to peace, and another 1,000 acres of the West Bank is
to be taken over by settlers.  Britain, more than any country, has an obligation to the Palestinians and we should fulfil that
obligation by recognising Palestine at the United Nations. As a good friend of Israel and Palestine, the UK has always supported
a viable Palestine alongside a secure Israel, and we believe this vote will help to move us closer to that goal; at the very least it
will mean that the Palestinians can sit a little taller at the negotiating table.

Baroness Morris of Bolton 
Chairman, CMEC 
Sir Nicholas Soames MP 
President, CMEC 
Sir Alan Duncan MP 
Deputy Chairman, CMEC 
Adam Holloway MP 
Vice Chairman, CMEC 
Dr Phillip Lee MP 
Vice Chairman, CMEC

MAP at the Labour Party Conference

MAP, in partnership with the New Statesman, held a fringe event around the Labour Party Conference in Manchester this week
looking at the fallout from the recent bloody conflict in Gaza that saw over 2,000 Palestinians killed and thousands wounded.
Peter Hain MP opened proceedings urging for a proper debate about strategy towards the conflict leaving aside the carnage in
Gaza and focusing on the politics. He said that “Likud don't believe there will be an independent Palestinian state” and that there
is a wider assumption “that human rights for Palestinians is national suicide for Israel”. Hain forecast that “if there is no deal with
the Palestinian Authority you'll get ISIS”.

Mr. Hain, a former Government Minister, described the population of Gaza as “at the mercy of an Israeli embargo”.   He pointed
out that “Western powers are increasingly culpable for the situation in Gaza. If you want a political solution to conflict and war
you have to negotiate with everyone. I see lots of rhetoric but little practical action, even John Kerry has warned that Israel risks
becoming an apartheid state. The Europeans look like hypocrites for helping to rebuild Gaza after Israel has bombed it to
smithereens. Meanwhile there is the ongoing remorseless Balkanization of the West Bank”. Mr. Hain closed by warning that “I'm
not saying a two state solution is finished but it is increasingly looking impossible”.

Richard Howitt MEP urged the packed audience to remember the 2,500 days of the Blockade that preceded the Gaza conflict.
Howitt said “the work MAP is doing is really important and absolutely crucial to relieve the suffering “. He went on to insist that
“we have to make sure that war crimes are held to account”. Interestingly Howitt confirmed rumours that the new EU foreign
leadership want to play a greater political role towards the issue and spoke of how the “EU border assistance mission could help
end the blockade of Gaza and the EU is now talking about creating a humanitarian corridor from Cyprus to Gaza”. Speaking
from the audience Julie Ward MEP reminded the panel of the massive reaction to events here in the United Kingdom saying that
she “spent my summer trying to calm the Muslim Community in my constituency because of what was happening in Gaza “.  

MAP Trustee and former Parliamentarian, Dr. Phyllis Starkey, opened by speaking of the scale of the crisis facing Gaza's health
sector and describing the work of our specialist medical teams that are going in.  Dr. Starkey went on to push for specific EU
actions in response to the conflict including the suspension of all arms sales and a strict timetable for ending the blockade. She
also reminded the panel that “we need the EU to recover from Israel the cost of reconstruction of Gaza and Humanitarian aid -
over 2bn Euros. Israel should pay for those costs as the occupying power”.  Stephen Kinnock, formerly of the British Council
and now a Parliamentary Candidate, described the need “to move the European debate forward” as well as pursuing a “radical
approach towards Gaza”. He said simply that “settlements are illegal why are we trading with them?” Kinnock who recently
visited MAP projects in East Jerusalem, spoke of going to “a Bedouin playground where the Israeli military had taken away the
swings as they didn't have planning permission”. He reminded the audience of the important Parliamentary vote on Palestinian
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statehood happening on the 13th October before concluding that “whether it is 1 state or 2 State I don't care - as long as based
on human rights and international law”.

Professor Rosemary Hollis opened by telling the audience that by 2016 Gaza will not have any water to drink and by 2020 it will
be unliveable. She then asked “what will that do for radicalisation in UK if 2 million Palestinians are about to die in Gaza and
have nowhere to flee to?” Professor Hollis went on to push for the international community taking full responsibility for Gaza via
a Mediterranean Sea front. 

Failed Diplomacy: Is it time to reframe the debate on Israel & Palestine?

Join  us and the  New Statesman  at  a  public  event  this  Monday 29th  September  on  the  fringe of  the  Conservative  Party
Conference to debate how to make political progress in the Middle East.  The Question Time like panel will explore new ideas
and approaches to the issue following the devastating recent conflict in Gaza. 

9am, Room 103, Jurys Inn, Birmingham

The panel includes: 

MAP CEO, Tony Laurance

Rt Hon Richard Ottaway MP, Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee

**********
Hamas
13.09.2014 Facts you may not know about what BBC calls 'Hamas seized power'
Facts: 

o In September 2005, the last of the Israeli settlers left Gaza
o In  January  2006,  Palestinians  in  Gaza,  the  West  Bank  and  East  Jerusalem  voted  in  elections  to  choose

representatives to the Palestinian Authority’s parliament
o This was the first Palestinian general election in more than 10 years
o The turnout was 75% and international observers said the elections were free and fair. Edward McMillan-Scott MEP,

head of the EU’s election observer team said “The conduct of these elections has provided a model for the wider Arab
region and has clearly demonstrated the commitment of the Palestinian people to democracy.”

o Hamas won 58% of the seats in the Palestinian parliament
o According to exit polls, 85% of voters called Fatah, which had ruled for the last ten years, corrupt. Hamas was elected

partly to deliver efficient social services, which voters felt they weren’t getting from Fatah
o After the election, Hamas called for a national unity government with Fatah ‘for the purpose of ending the occupation

and  settlements  and  achieving  a  complete  withdrawal  from  the  lands  occupied  [by  Israel]  in  1967,  including
Jerusalem, so that the region enjoys calm and stability during this phase.’

o The Palestinian unity government was established in March 2007
o The  US administration  pressured  Mahmoud  Abbas,  president  of  the  Palestinian  Authority  (he  was  elected  in  a

separate presidential election in January 2005) to dissolve the parliament and rule by emergency decree
o Israel also wanted Abbas to defy the election results. It  withheld tax and customs revenues collected on the PA’s

behalf
o The US began to urge Fatah to seize power in Gaza, where Hamas was strongest, by force
o US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, pushed Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates to buy

weapons for Fatah, and for Israel to allow them to enter Gaza
o General Mark Dayton, US security coordinator for the Palestinians, had told Fatah in November 2006, ‘We also need

you to build up your forces in order to take on Hamas.’
o The fighting in Gaza began in June 2007 and lasted five days. Hamas won and expelled Fatah officials
o Abbas dissolved the unity government and declared emergency rule in the West Bank
o In the words of David Wurmser, who resigned as Dick Cheney’s Middle East advisor in July 2007, ‘what happened

wasn’t so much a coup by Hamas but an attempted coup by Fatah that was pre-empted before it could happen.’
o Conclusion: Hamas didn’t ‘seize power’, but responded to an attempted Fatah coup backed by the US and Israel,

both those countries refusing to accept the results of a fully democratic election

.......   across the BBC’s vast output, this information is not available to audiences, who are told instead that Hamas
‘seized power’ or ‘took over the Strip’, ... Those words explain nothing, deny the reality and are totally without context.
At  best,  it’s  irresponsible  journalism, at  worst  it  strengthens Israel  in  its  propaganda and actual  war against  the
Palestinians. "

**********
Israeli Colonisation
01.09.2014 Land grab and graphic
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Graphic from Ha'aretz : 

Palestinian officials slam Israeli land confiscation in West Bank
JERUSALEM (AFP) -- Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat called for diplomatic action against Israel in response to its
move  to  annex  4,000  dunams  (1,000  acres)  of  Palestinian  land  south  of  Bethlehem  in  the  West  Bank  on  Sunday.
"The Israeli government is committing various crimes against the Palestinian people and their occupied land," Erekat told AFP.
"The international community should hold Israel accountable as soon as possible for its crimes and raids against our people in
Gaza and the ongoing Israeli settlement activity in the West Bank and East Jerusalem."  Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
policy of constant settlement expansion on land the Palestinians claim for a future state is deemed illegal by the European
Union and an "obstacle to peace" by the United States and opposed by both. "Today's announcement clearly represents Israel's
deliberate intent to wipe out any Palestinian presence on the land and to willfully impose a de facto one-state solution," senior
PLO official Hanan Ashrawi said.  Some 550,000 Israelis live among 2.4 million Palestinians in the West Bank and occupied
East Jerusalem, territory that Israel captured in the 1967 Six-Day War and later annexed in a move never recognized by the
international community.

One-state solution
"As far as we know, this declaration is unprecedented in its scope since the 1980s and can dramatically change the reality in the
Gush Etzion and the Bethlehem areas," Peace Now said.  "Peace Now views this declaration as proof that Prime Minister
Netanyahu does not aspire for a new 'Diplomatic Horizon,' but rather he continues to put obstacles to the two-state vision and
promote a one-state solution.  "By declaring another 4,000 dunams as state land, the Israeli government stabs (Palestinian
president  Mahmoud  Abbas)  and the  moderate  Palestinian  forces in  the  back,  proving  again  that  violence delivers  Israeli
concessions while nonviolence results in settlement expansion," it said.  Peace Now official Hagit Ofran told AFP that the legal
basis for such land confiscation goes back to an 1858 ruling by the region's Ottoman rulers.  "We are afraid that Netanyahu will
carry out a lot of expansion because of the pressure he feels from his right wing and the feeling that the (Gaza) war did not end
up with many successes," he said.

Since mid-June, Israeli authorities have announced more than 1,472 new settlement homes, slated to house around 6,000
Jewish settlers, across the West Bank, including around Bethlehem.  Israeli settlements are generally built on the hills in and
around Palestinian towns and villages, and critics charge they are strategically located so as to encircle them and make a
contiguous Palestinian state impossible.
Source: Story from Ma'an News Agency (PA), 31 July 2014 :

07.09.2014 Israel confirms confiscation of land in South Hebron Hills
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Foundations laid  last  summer for  a  new house in the settlement  of Karmel,  located adjacent  to  the land confiscated in  the South Hebron
Hills/Photo: Operation Dove

Israeli authorities confirmed confiscation of 2,000 dunams of Palestinian-owned land in the West Bank's South Hebron Hills
area. PA: Confiscation constitutes "new stab" by Israel on efforts to achieve peace and the two-state solution. Israeli authorities
confirmed confiscation of 2,000 dunams of Palestinian-owned land in the West Bank's South Hebron Hills area. The confiscation
order, originally issued in 1997, was confirmed this weekend by Israeli officials who refused requests by Palestinians to build on
their privately-owned land, located in the Ibe Zaid Valley near the village of Aldairat.  The original confiscation order noted that
the land was taken for "military purposes". The confiscated land, however, has yet to be altered by the Israeli army and is
located to the west of the settlement of Karmel, which has been expanding in the past year. Rateb Jbour, coordinator of the
South  Hebron  Hills  popular  committees,  told  the  AIC  that  Israel  is  using  the  order  to  "displace  residents"  and  that  the
confiscated land is planted with olive trees and is also cultivated during the winter with seasonal crops such as wheat. Jbour
said that Israeli authorities issued the original confiscation orders in 1997 and accused authorities of attempting to "displace
residents."

Jbour told the Palestinian news agency Ma'an that the confiscated lands are privately owned by the al-Hamamdeh, Abu Aram,
al-Naamin,  al-Jabbarin,  and  Muhammad families,  who  have  begun  legal  action  against  the  orders.   Confirmation  of  this
confiscation order comes just days after Israel announced confiscation of 4,000 dunams of land in the Gush Etzion settlement
bloc, the largest such land grab in thirty years. Last week Israel further announced expropriation of 12 dunams of land in the
Hebron-area village of Seir for unexplained "military reasons". Not coincidentally, the land slated for expropriation is located
adjacent to the settlement of Asfar (Metzad).  The Palestinian Authority has strongly condemned the Israeli  confiscation in
Deirat,  saying  “The  plunder  of  Palestinian  land constitutes  a  new stab  administered  by  Israel,  the  Occupying  Power, on
international law, international legitimacy resolutions, the will of the international community, and on all efforts aimed to achieve
peace and advance the two-state solution”.

Palestinian Presidential Spokesperson Nabil Abu Rudeineh also slammed srael’s decision to seize 2,000 dunums of privately-
owned Palestinian land in this area, saying “As long as Israel announces further orders to seize [Palestinian-owned] land in the
[occupied] West Bank, it is destroying everything,  making  it inevitable for us to seek to convene the UN Security Council and
accede to international organizations with the purpose of protecting the Palestinian land”. 

Source: Ahmad Jaradat, Alternative Information Centre

30.09.2014 ISRAEL ROUNDS UP 700 JERUSALEMITES, INCLUDING 250 CHILDREN

A Jerusalem-based activist in prisoners affairs has slammed the Israeli occupation for stepping up its military grip and arbitrary
mass-abduction  campaigns against  Jerusalemite  youngsters.   Head of  the  committee  of  Jerusalemite  Prisoners’ Families,
Amjad Abu Asab, said: “At least 700 Jerusalemites young men have been kidnapped ever since Israelis killed Jerusalemite child
Muhammad Abu Khdeir and waged their notorious offensive on the besieged Gaza Strip” About 120 captives, among the newly
captured youngsters, are still locked-up behind the bars of Israeli prisons, the rest being released under extremely harsh terms,
including house confinement and steep fines. Most of the arrests were carried out in Jerusalem’s Old City along with al-Issawia,
al-Tour, Um Touba, and Shufa’at neighborhoods, Abu Asab added.

Some few weeks ago, the Israeli occupation authorities nabbed a total of 120 Palestinian youths from Occupied Jerusalem in no
more than 24 hours’ time and dragged them all to Israeli investigation centers, he further reported.  According to the activist, 100
prisoners have been tried so far, on such fake charges as incitement, rioting, and stone hurling.  A large number of the captives
include Jerusalemite boys below the age of 20, Abu Asab documented, declaring: “These children have been prevented from
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their right to study and live. Those who were released were either sentenced to house confinement, or to heavy fines, or to
forced deportation.”

36 Jerusalemite  prisoners,  among a total  of  270 held  at  Israeli  prisons,  are  sentenced to  life  while  five  more  others  are
sentenced to 20 years or more in prison. The detainees’ lists further include two ladies and 250 children.  Abu Asab found out
evidence corroborating that such arbitrary mass-kidnap campaigns are tightly linked to Israel’s conspiracies against Muslim’s
holy al-Aqsa Mosque. The campaign targeted scores of youngsters and sit-inners maintaining vigil in or around the compound.

Jerusalemite youngsters have also been subjected to forced deportation orders for extendable periods of six months and denied
the right to get into holy al-Aqsa as part of Israel’s schemes to evacuate such areas and wipe out the typically Islamic character
of Occupied Jerusalem.

The Israeli occupation authorities also impose financial compensations to be paid by Palestinians for any injuries or damage
likely to be sustained by an Israeli settler or vehicle, head of the committee further charged.  Abu Asab has warned against
Israel’s ever-mounting exploitation of potential Palestinian political vacuums to tighten grip on Occupied Jerusalem and its pro-
prisoners’ institutions.

In this video Israeli soldiers arresting three young boys in Hebron give a harrowing glimpse into the everyday violence faced by
children in the occupied West Bank city where settlers have taken over Palestinian homes under the protection of the army, and
when the Palestinian children defended their homes against the settlers the IDF came to arrest the Palestinian children.

**********

Israeli Politics
05.09.2014  Gideon Levy on BBC World New

Gideon Levy: I see 'first signs of fascism' in Israel, Gideon Levy, HARDtalk - BBC World News
 

   

 

  

Gideon Levy: I see 'first signs of 
fascism' in Israel, G...

Journalist Gideon Levy on his 

concerns for the future of Israel.

View 
on     www.bbc.co.uk

Preview by
Yahoo

 

Gideon Levy: I see 'first signs of fascism' in Israel -   Interview 02.35 mins

Stephen Sackur speaks to Gideon Levy, an Israeli journalist whose views on his country’s policies towards the Palestinians 
have often drawn heated debate. In his interview Mr Levy is challenged over what he says are the ‘first signs of fascism’ in Israel
– a term loaded with political connotations seldom used between Israelis.

Sackur reiterates the standard charge that Hamas is set on destroying Israel

07.09.2014 For Israel, the beginning of wisdom is to admit its mistakes

Israel has a habit of justifying its actions in the occupied Palestinian territories, however illegal and indecent, in the name of
security. But denying any security to the other side only perpetuates the conflict. Five days after reaching a ceasefire with
Hamas to end the latest round of fighting in Gaza, the Israeli cabinet decided to appropriate 988 acres of land on the West
Bank, near the place where three Israeli teenagers were recently abducted and murdered, to make way for another illegal
Jewish city. This is the biggest land grab in three decades. As the justice minister, Tzipi Livni, pointed out: “It was a decision that
weakens Israel and damages its security.” What it proves, if further proof is needed, is that Israel’s leaders are determined to
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prevent a two-state solution to the conflict.

Operation Protective Edge, which came to an end after 50 days of fighting, was the third and deadliest war in six years between
Israel and Hamas, the Islamic resistance movement that rules Gaza. Israel lost 66 soldiers and six civilians. On the Palestinian
side, the war left 2,104 dead, mostly civilians, and 12,656 injured; 17,000 houses were destroyed or damaged; 520,000 people,
out of a population of 1.8 million, were displaced. The damage to buildings and to the civilian infrastructure, estimated at $6bn,
will take many years to repair. What did Israel gain by unleashing the deadly firepower of the IDF against the caged population
of this tiny coastal enclave? Virtually nothing. Israel had in fact provoked this crisis by its violent crackdown against Hamas
activists on the West Bank following the murder of the three teenagers. Hamas rocket attacks – the ostensible reason for the
war  –  were  a  response  to  Israel’s  aggressive  security  measures.  The  prime  minister,  Binyamin  Netanyahu,  defined  the
operation’s objective as “calm in return for calm”. But calm prevailed before Israel initiated the cycle of violence. Hamas was left
with  a quarter  of  its  pre-war  rocket  arsenal  and many of  its  tunnels,  dubbed “terror  tunnels”  by Israeli  spokesmen,  were
destroyed. But arsenals can be replenished and tunnels can be rebuilt.

Both sides claimed victory but Netanyahu’s sounded rather hollow. Announcing the ceasefire at a news conference, he claimed
a major military as well as a diplomatic achievement for the state of Israel. Hardly anyone shared this assessment. The public,
the media, the opposition, hawkish members of his Likud party, and some of his coalition partners, accused him of accepting a
ceasefire that failed to meet any of Israel’s objectives. One newspaper gave the score as Hamas: 1; Israel: 0. Netanyahu’s
popularity plummeted from 85% at the beginning of the operation to 38%. Hamas had more solid reasons for rejoicing, despite
the horrific suffering endured by the people of Gaza. By any objective criterion, the outcome of the conflict was a draw. But for a
small and poorly armed militia to stand its ground against one of the mightiest armies in the world is a remarkable achievement.
Not only did its fighters stand firm, they also succeeded in imposing on the enemy what it dreaded most – a war of attrition.
Despite the intense military pressure, Hamas’s spirit did not break and its popularity skyrocketed. Above all, Hamas succeeded
in sending a clear message that Israel would have no peace and no security as long as it continued to  occupy Palestinian
territory.

So what should Israel do? The beginning of wisdom is to admit mistakes and stop adding fuel to the fire. 

o First of all, Israel should end its relentless campaign to demonise the people of Gaza.  Demonisation is the
enemy of dialogue and a major cause of diplomatic deadlock. The assertion of Major General Giora Eiland that there
is no such thing as “innocent civilians” in Gaza is simply absurd. Gazans are normal people and, like normal people
anywhere in the world, they long to live in freedom and dignity on their land. 

o Second, it is time to remove from Hamas the terrorist tag. This is a powerful weapon in the propaganda war but
useless in the quest for peace. Hamas is indeed guilty of terrorism but it is also a legitimate political actor, having won
a fair and free election in 2006. Netanyahu claims that Hamas is indistinguishable from the murderous fanatics who
make up Isis.  Hamas,  however,  is  not  a messianic  jihadist  movement  but  a local  organisation  with  a  pragmatic
political leadership and limited aims.

o Third, Israel should transfer its confrontation with Hamas from the battlefield to the conference table. On 2
June Hamas and Fatah reached an accord and formed a national unity government which consists of technocrats
without a single Hamas-affiliated member. This government accepts the Quartet’s three conditions to qualify as a
negotiating partner: it recognises Israel, it respects all previous Palestinian agreements with Israel and it renounces
violence. One of Netanyahu’s undeclared war aims was to disrupt this unity government so Israel could continue to
divide and rule, but the government survived the baptism of fire.

Hamas vehemently denies the legitimacy of Israel but its leaders have stated repeatedly that if Fatah negotiates with Israel a
two-state peace deal based on the 1967 borders, and if this outcome is approved in a national referendum, it would respect it as
the choice of the Palestinian people. Israel should therefore stop thinking of Palestinian unity as a threat and embrace it instead
as a potential building block of its own security.

These existential issues may or may not be addressed at a later stage. For the time being in Cairo the two delegations are
negotiating, through Egyptian mediators.  Israel’s main demand is the demilitarisation of the Gaza Strip.  This is unrealistic
because Gaza is the last outpost of resistance to the 47-year-old occupation and Hamas is not about to lay down its arms.
Hamas is calling for the lifting of the illegal seven-year Israeli blockade of Gaza and the reopening of the borders. Other Hamas
demands include the rebuilding of Gaza international airport, which Israel destroyed in 2001, the release of prisoners and the
reopening of the “safe passage” to the West Bank. These are not new but grounded in earlier agreements that Israel violated.
Israel’s  policy  towards  Gaza  since  the  unilateral  disengagement  in  2005  has  consisted  of  the  systematic  violations  of
international  humanitarian law, duplicitous diplomacy and large doses of brute military force.  With chilling cynicism, Israeli
generals speak of their periodic incursions into Gaza as “mowing the lawn”. This policy has manifestly failed to procure the
security that Israel’s citizens deserve. The writing is on the wall. A new and more constructive policy is desperately needed.
Israeli politicians, however, are unlikely to be able to make any of the proposed moves without strong external pressure. This is
where the international community comes in. It must begin to hold Israel to account in a way that it has so far shamefully failed
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to doThe Guardian, Sunday 7 September 2014.

Source: Avi Shlaim,  The Guardian,  7 September 2014

**********

Media & Publicity
01.09.2014 Thank you

I just would like to say a huge thank you for all the monitoring and challenging that you’ve all done in July and August. You did a
vast amount of work and I  think this has been invaluable. I wasn’t able to reply to every email, for which I apologise, but
everything was noted and logged and, where necessary, acted on. Please take this email as an acknowledgment and thanks for
everything you’ve sent since the beginning of July.  From very early on, the BBC took to sending generic first responses to
complainants.  It  hoped the  complaints  would  stop  there.  However, if  you’re  able to  progress a complaint  to  the  Editorial
Complaints Unit (and are still within the time limit for doing so), this is the level at which your complaint will be dealt with on an
individual basis,  and by senior management.  The points you made in your initial  complaint will  be looked at more closely.
Details  are  here  of  how  to  escalate  a  first  complaint  to  the  Editorial  Complaints  Unit  and,  from  there,  to  the  BBC
Trust: http://www.palestinecampaign.org/how-to-complain-to-the-bbc/

If you’re able to take any complaints forward, that would be great.

And, again, many thanks for all your help and work. The dismal reporting continues, which means that so do we.

Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel

Palestine Solidarity Campaign

01.09.2014 Panorama: The War of the Tunnels

Just to alert you to Panorama on Monday 8th September, which is titled ‘The War of the Tunnels’. It’ll be on at 8.30pm on BBC
One, and repeated on the 11th and 12th in the early morning on BBC Two and the News Channel.  Here's the description on the
BBC website:

 

The War of the Tunnels

For seven weeks, Hamas rockets roared over the border into Israel while Israeli  bombs pounded Gaza. Panorama's Jane
Corbin goes deep into the underground tunnels where battles have been fought, to investigate the war that has devastated
Gaza.  What has each side really gained in this war and can there be a solution to the conflict which is fuelling hatred and fear
all over the world?

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t14n/broadcasts/2014/09

 

The presenter is Jane Corbin, who presented the travesty that was Panorama’s programme on the Israeli attack on the Gaza
flotilla in 2010, which led to the BBC Trust upholding three of the points we made in our complaints about that programme
relating to accuracy.  The editor of War of the Tunnels is Ceri Thomas, who used to be the editor of the Today programme until
about 18 months ago, and we know what the Today programme is like on Israel.

Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel

Palestine Solidarity Campaign

03.09.2014 Time to challenge: 'Hamas seized control of Gaza' BBC phrasing

A phrase that comes up frequently in BBC coverage of Gaza is ‘Hamas seized control of Gaza’ or a similar paraphrase. This is
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inaccurate and serves to remove all legitimacy from the Hamas government in Gaza and positions it as a militant organisation
which imposed itself by force on Gaza. This narrative of  violent militants running Gaza favours Israel and not the Palestinians,
as  it  lends  credence,  in  the  minds  of  news audiences,  to  Israel’s  claim  of  fighting  violent  militants.  And  it  allows  Israeli
spokespeople to say, for example, hospitals in Gaza are ‘Hamas-run’, knowing that, for the Western news audience, this carries
the implication that they are bases for militants, and therefore valid strike targets. In fact, they’re just government-run hospitals.
It also allows Israel to separate, in people’s minds, Hamas from ‘ordinary’ Palestinians in Gaza -   ‘we want the Palestinians to
live in  peace, but Hamas won’t  let  them’,  is just  one paraphrase of the propaganda that  was heard frequently during the
massacre – and this also  allows Israel to present itself as being on the side of the Palestinian people against Hamas. But the
reality, which BBC phrasing hides, is that the Palestinians elected Hamas as a political party to represent them, and Hamas
members are ordinary Palestinians too, not separate from them. Additionally, positioning Hamas as power-seizing militants also
gives weight, in the minds of an uninformed news audience, to Israel’s claim that it can’t negotiate with a unity government
which contains members of this group.

BBC audiences should be told that Hamas is a legitimate political party which won an election, not misinformed into thinking it’s
an illegitimate, power-seizing militant organisation. We need to challenge this phrase, and its paraphrases, every time we see it
in BBC reporting. If we do this frequently enough, it should force change. If you come across this phrase on BBC online, please
let me know. If you hear it in broadcasting, please let me know the programme, and the date and time.  In a separate email to
volunteer writers only, I’ll send details on the 2005 election, subsequent attempted coup and other relevant information which
will help inform complaints to the BBC. All complaints should be sent via the website at  www.bbc.co.uk/complaints (or by post,
where no word limit is imposed, to: BBC Complaints, PO Box 1922, Darlington, DL3 0UR)

Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel

Palestine Solidarity Campaign

05.09.2014 Video - Gaza: let down by the BBC and mainstream media?

Watch Tim Llewellyn, former BBC Middle East correspondent, Greg Philo, director of the Glasgow Media Group, Owen Jones,
writer and commentator, Ken Loach, film director, and PSC’s Amena Saleem debate the BBC’s coverage of the assault on
Gaza, and its coverage of the occupation in general. The debate, organised by PSC, was held in London on 28 th August. The
video is available in two parts: part 1> and part 2>

06.09.2014  Panorama: The War of the Tunnels / not to be missed – US Mike Malloy
for info plus an antidote to Panorama:

Watch: US broadcaster Mike Malloy wipes the floor with Israel apologists

 

   

 

  

Watch: US broadcaster Mike Malloy
wipes the floor with I...
Reasoning  with  a  Zionist  is  an
oxymoron. It  is as self-contradictory
as saying something is falsely true.
This,  we  have  no  doubt,  is  the
conclusion everyone who has...

View
on     www.redressonline.com

Preview
by
Yahoo

 

Just to alert you to Panorama on Monday 8th September, which is titled ‘The War of the Tunnels’. It’ll be on at 8.30pm on BBC
One, and repeated on the 11th and 12th in the early morning on BBC Two and the News Channel. Here's the description on the
BBC website:
 
The War of the Tunnels
For seven weeks, Hamas rockets roared over the border into Israel while Israeli  bombs pounded Gaza. Panorama's Jane
Corbin goes deep into the underground tunnels where battles have been fought, to investigate the war that has devastated
Gaza. What has each side really gained in this war and can there be a solution to the conflict which is fuelling hatred and fear all
over the world?
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t14n/broadcasts/2014/09
 
The presenter is Jane Corbin, who presented the travesty that was Panorama’s programme on the Israeli attack on the Gaza
flotilla in 2010, which led to the BBC Trust upholding three of the points we made in our complaints about that programme
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relating to accuracy.  The editor of War of the Tunnels is Ceri Thomas, who used to be the editor of the Today programme until
about 18 months ago, and we know what the Today programme is like on Israel.
Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel
Palestine Solidarity Campaign

07.09.2014  'Gaza: let down by the BBC and mainstream media?'

How fair, accurate and impartial was the BBC's coverage of Israel's assault on Gaza? How balanced is the BBC's reporting of 
the Israeli occupation in general?  These questions, and more, were debated at Palestine Solidarity Campaign's event - Gaza: 
let down by the BBC and mainstream media? - in London.

Panellists: Owen Jones, journalist and social commentator; Ken Loach, film director; Tim Llewellyn, former BBC Middle East 
correspondent; Greg Philo, director of the Glasgow Media Group; Amena Saleem, Palestine Solidarity Campaign

Watch the whole debate here:
Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l75-C5QZ69c
Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhJxyuuCa-E&feature=youtu.be

Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel

Palestine Solidarity Campaign

08.09.2014 BBC discusses: 'Media and the Middle East'

The BBC will be discussing media coverage of the Israeli occupation on Saturday 13 th September. The programme, part of
the Archive  on  4 series,  will  be  broadcast  on  Radio  4  at  8pm: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04gnhnv and  will  be
titled Media and the Middle East.  Below is how the programme is described on the BBC website (using the word ‘conflict’ to
describe the occupation, as if just to prove they can’t get it right):

Media and the Middle East

The rockets and missiles fly, from Israel into Gaza, from Gaza into Israel. It's the latest iteration of the conflict between Israel
and its Arab neighbours which has flared since the very founding of the Jewish state in 1948. Accompanying the conflict has
been an unprecedented level of media coverage. And almost nothing is uncontested. Every sentence, every word of a news
report is parsed for signs of bias by individuals and organisations dedicated to ensuring a fair deal for their point of view.
Coverage is measured in minutes and seconds of airtime. Media organisations stand accused, by both sides, of prejudice,
systemic bias and deliberate distortion. Why does this particular conflict, above all others, attract the attention it does? And why
does it create such strong emotion, even among those with no connection to the region?

John Lloyd, a contributing editor at the Financial Times, examines the evolution of coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict from the
founding of Israel to the present day. With contributions from journalists and those who monitor them, Lloyd asks why there is
such focus both on the conflict itself and on those who report it. He traces the way reporting has developed from the early
television age, through the introduction of 24-hour news channels  to  the inception  of  social  media.  And he examines the
challenges of reporting fairly and accurately on a conflict in which every assertion is contested.

Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel

Palestine Solidarity Campaign

11.09.2014 Jon Snow's Video About Gaza Children Would Have Failed BBC Impartiality

The article below was in the Huffington Post on Tuesday. This is the link to the article:

 http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/09/09/jon-snow-gaza-video-channel4-bbc-news-sky-rts_n_5791204.html

At the end of the article, this question is posed: ‘Do you think Jon Snow's video should have been shown on television news?
Share your thoughts below.’

 

25

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/09/09/jon-snow-gaza-video-channel4-bbc-news-sky-rts_n_5791204.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04gnhnv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhJxyuuCa-E&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l75-C5QZ69c


BBC News Chief  Fran Unsworth Says Jon Snow's Emotional Video About Gaza Children Would Have Failed BBC
Impartiality 

 

BBC News' deputy chief Fran Unsworth said today that she would not have considered   Jon Snow's emotional video about the
children of Gaza to be appropriate, had he been an employee of the BBC.  Jon Snow's video which he recorded following his
return from Gaza during the recent conflict, may have gone viral when it was put on Channel 4's website, but TV bosses today
disagreed about whether they would have broadcast it.

 
John Hardie, chief executive of ITN News, which produces news packages for Jon Snow's broadcaster Channel 4 as well as
other broadcasters and websites, said the video would not be suitable for  broadcast news.   "That  would never constitute
anything we'd put on broadcast news. We don't open up television broadcast news to that kind of sentimental expression," he
said in a   session at the Royal Television Society's conference on power, politics and the media.   But he pointed out that the video
had never been intended for television use, only online as a personal video blog by Jon Snow.

"Jon had spent a week in Gaza, and it basically expressed his despair in what he'd seen. Was there a bias in it? It was a bias in
favour of finding a peaceful outcome, and against the killing of children.

"It was a ventilation from Jon. After 40 years, if anyone has the right to do that, Jon has."

Sky News chief John Ryley appeared to go further, saying he would have perhaps shown it on his channel, with appropriate
signposting. "We expect broadcasters as fellow human beings to neuter and cauterise their own emotion to what they see. Jon
has seen a lot of suffering around the world in the last 40 years, and we should respect that emotion."

BBC  chief  Fran  Unsworth  was  of  the  opposing  view,  stressing  the  need  for  impartiality  by  news  presenters.   
"If one of our presenters had done something like that in a private capacity on YouTube, I'd have had to have said, this isn't
really appropriate in terms of your public role as an impartial presenter of BBC news programmes. We take it very seriously."

In an emotional appeal in the video, which has garnered more than 770,000 views on YouTube and been shared more than
24,000 times on the Huffington Post UK, a visibly moved Jon Snow called for an end to the violence that has caused the deaths
and wounding of so many children.  He said: "We cannot let it go on. If our reporting is worth anything, if your preparedness to
listen and watch and read is anything to go by, then together we can make a difference."

Ends

17.09.2014 Please sign: open letter to the BBC on Gaza casualty figures

In August, the BBC published an online article questioning the UN's description of Israel's attacks on Gaza as 'indiscriminate'.
The BBC's Head of Statistics, Anthony Reuben, spun the Palestinian casualty figures in an attempt to prove that Israel was
carrying out targeted attacks only, as claimed by the Israeli government.  Palestine Solidarity Campaign has written an open
letter to the BBC's Director General, Tony Hall, calling on him to ensure that Reuben is no longer allowed to write on Palestine
and Israel for the BBC, as his impartiality on this subject cannot be guaranteed.

This is the link to Reuben’s article, Caution needed with Gaza casualty figures http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-
28688179

The link to the open letter is below. You can add your signature to it by clicking on the link and scrolling down the page using the
side bar on the right. The letter, with all signatures, will be sent to the BBC on 29th September

http://www.palestinecampaign.org/please-sign-open-letter-bbc-gaza-casualty-figures/

Please share this link with groups and on social media.

There will also be an article on Electronic Intifada later today about Reuben’s article and this letter at www.electronicintifada.net

Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel

Palestine Solidarity Campaign
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18.09.2014  "BBC’s new head of statistics twists casualty figures to whitewash Gaza 
massacre"

New article: BBC’s new head of statistics twists casualty figures to whitewash Gaza massacre

http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/amena-saleem/bbcs-new-head-statistics-twists-casualty-figures-whitewash-gaza-massacre

The open letter to the BBC calling for the Head of Statistics, Anthony Reuben, to be removed from all reporting on Palestine and
Israel can be signed here:http://www.palestinecampaign.org/please-sign-open-letter-bbc-gaza-casualty-figures/

Please share both widely if you can.  

Fair News - Monitoring the Media's Coverage of Palestine and Israel

Palestine Solidarity Campaign

19.09.2014 Open letter to the BBC
In August, the BBC published an online article questioning the UN's description of Israel's attacks on Gaza as 'indiscriminate'.
The BBC's Head of Statistics, Anthony Reuben, spun the Palestinian casualty figures in an attempt to prove that Israel was
carrying out  targeted attacks only, as  claimed by the  Israeli  government.  Read Amena Saleem’s article  on the issue,  “Do
statistics show that children were fighters too?”: Electronic Intifada.

Palestine Solidarity Campaign has written an open letter to the BBC's Director General, Tony Hall, calling on him to ensure that
Reuben is  no  longer  allowed to  write  on  Palestine  and Israel  for  the  BBC,  as  his  impartiality  on  this  subject  cannot  be
guaranteed.

Sign the open letter today. The letter, with all signatures, will be sent to the BBC on 29th September

**********
MPs & MEPs
04.09.2014 Lobby of Parliament  
Thanks so much for booking to take part in the National Lobby of Parliament. As promised, here is the briefing to help you
prepare for the day: 
Link to Lobby briefing>

We have some exciting news for those who are attending the lobby! Palestinian politician, Dr Mustafa Barghouti, will be
there to address people preparing to lobby their MPs. This is an exclusive opportunity for those who have come to lobby or
to volunteer for the Parliament for Gaza. He will be speaking during the sessions at Cathedral Hall between 12-2pm.
Just to remind you of a few details as well: 

Between 12-1.45pm – please arrive at Cathedral Hall, Ambrosden Avenue,  just off  Victoria St London There will  be
sessions starting at 12, 12.30pm, 1pm and 1.30pm. If you are meeting your MP before 2.45pm please come to one of the earlier
sessions.  Lobby from 2-4pm, Committee room 11, House of Commons, Parliament, where you and other constituents
from Tottenham will lobby your MP, David Lammy. 
What we need from you

 If  you  aren't  able  to  make  it  but  haven't  let  us  know  please  email  your  MP,
 andpatricia.banke@palestinecampaign.org (apologies if you have already done this - we have made a note) 

 If your MP is not able to make it, but you are still able to come, please do so. If you are able to stand up for long
periods please email rachel.diamond@palestinecampaign.org to volunteer to help steward

 Please read the briefing before you come if you can Briefing for the Lobby September 2014. When you arrive at
Cathedral Hall there will be lots of people who can help answer any questions you have. 
The lobby is calling for:
 An  immediate  and  permanent  lifting  of  the  blockade  on  Gaza,  allowing  free  movement  of  people,  goods  and

humanitarian aid
 An end to the arms trade, and all military-industrial collaboration, with Israel
 Sanctions against Israel until they abide by international and human rights law
Campaigns Officer, PSC

05.09.2014 Time for the EU to suspend the EU Israel Association Agreement
After killing more than 2100 people in Gaza, bombing schools, hospitals, mosques, a church, and homes, and reducing large
areas of Gaza to piles of rubble, the Israeli Government have now announced their biggest land grab in the West Bank for 30
years.  As Robert  Fisk has set  out,  this is  simply theft. Meanwhile  over the last month  in  the West  Bank,  19 Palestinians,
including 2 children, have been killed by Israeli forces and 2,139 injured, including 322 children - mostly during protests about
Israel's offensive in Gaza.

Home demolitions, displacement, movement restrictions and settler violence have also continued, with reports about kidnapping
attempts of Palestinian children by Israeli settlers on the rise over the past two months.  It is an outrage that the EU continue to
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give Israel trade and funding privileges in Europe, when they continue their appalling abuses of Palestinian rights, and so
breach their agreements with the EU every day.

08.09.2014 Jenny   - who is this?
J K kas.jenny1959@gmail.com
As most, if not all of you know, every October I go with a group to stay for two weeks in or near the village of Burin, not far from
Nablus, in the West Bank, Palestine, to accompany farmers and help them pick olives in the groves around the village. The
reason for our presence is to try to deter settlers from the nearby settlements of Yizhar and Brakha from attacking the villagers
and  damaging  the  olive  trees  during  the  period  of  the  olive  harvest,  which  is  the  mainstay  of  the  village  economy.  
  
In addition to attacks by settlers, which occur on and off throughout the year, the village also suffers quite gratuitous attacks and
incursions by the Israeli army.  Sometimes these army attacks occur when the villagers try to defend themselves against  settler
attacks within the village. Since I started visiting the village in 2011, I have come to know many people who bravely try to
continue living as normally as possible in very difficult and dangerous circumstances. Among those is a young man, Ghassan
Najjar, married to an English woman and with a baby son, who twice tried to create a community centre for the young people of
the village to form a distraction from the very tense and distressing circumstances in which they live.   This centre has been
trashed twice by the army (no reasons given):  the computers were broken and rendered unusable and sports and other
equipment destroyed.  Now I have just received the very worrying news that he has been arrested.

Below, please find an email I have received from our group coordinator with a link to a petition for the release of Ghassan and
another person.  The petition also provides more information about the reasons for his arrest and detention.  If you feel you are
able to, please sign this petition and circulate it among your friends, colleagues and family.  I shall be travelling to Burin in early
October and will be very happy to give you updates on the situation concerning Ghassan when I return at the end of that month,
if you would like me to do so.   

23.09.2014 Parliament 13 October

The Commons have scheduled a non-binding debate on recognition of Palestine as a country - Monday, 13 October, which is
led  by  Grahame  M.  Morris,  Labour  MP for  Easington  (Durham).  Dunno  the  time  but  it  will  be  recorded  for  the  BBC
Parliamentary Channel, which is on Freeview.

Report :
http://www.scriptonitedaily.com/2014/09/16/breaking-uk-parliament-will-vote-to-recognize-the-state-of-palestine/

UK Parliament Will Vote To Recognize The State Of Palestine

Scriptonite Daily 

In an apparent sign of division between back and front bench MPs in the House of Commons, backbenchers have secured a
vote for the House to recognize the state of Palestine. The title of the debate will be : THE FUTURE OF THE TWO STATE
SOLUTION IN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE. The debate will take place on 13 October 2014, it will be six hours long and happen
in the main chamber. It will be a debate on a substantive motion: “That this House calls on the government to recognise the
state of Palestine alongside the state of Israel”

What Does It Mean?

The  debate  will  be  a  Backbench  Business  Debate  (BBD).  Backbench  MPs  can  make  applications  for  debates  and  the
Backbench Business Committee (BBC) decides on whether to allow the debate time in parliament.  It  is the BBC who are
responsible for making the debate happen. The application was originally presented to the BBC on 8 th April 2014. They deferred
their decision until after recess.  Sources within Westminster told Scriptonite Daily that the primary reason for this was a rival
application submitted by a coalition of Labour, Lib Dem and Tory friends of Israel. Grahame Morris MP (Labour) re-presented the
application again last Tuesday with the support of two Lead Members: Sarah Teather MP (LIB) and Crispin Blunt MP (CON).
Labour’s Gerald Kaufman MP joined Morris, and the pair persuasively argued the case for the debate. It’s the government, not
the House that recognises states. Plus, it’s a BBD so the motions are none binding. Essentially, the vote will be an expression of
the  will  of  the  House.  If  it’s  a  yes  vote  the  government  and  any  subsequent  government  would  be  pressured  towards
recognising Palestine. It would be a PR disaster for the govt. to refuse to recognise Palestine if MPs expressed their will that
Palestine  should be recognised.  It  will  put  pressure  on Labour back up Douglas Alexander’s stance that  a future Labour
government would recognise the state of Palestine, after the UK government abstained on the 2012 UN General Assembly vote.

The government will also have to clarify their position. While paying lip service to the notions of Palestinian statehood, the
coalition government have contradicted this in actions, such as the decision to abstain on the 2012 UN vote.  This is in line with
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the policy of US President Barack Obama who has also made repeated public appeals for the two-state solution, while veto-ing
Palestine’s bid to become a member of the United Nations. He publicly criticized Israel for expanding its illegal  settlement
construction, yet vetoed a planned UN Security Council Resolution to tackle the problem.  This vote is intended to put some
space between UK and US policy on the matter.

Grahame Morris MP told Scriptonite Daily:

“I’m delighted that we have secured this debate. Abstaining on the recognition of the state of Palestine in the UN General
Assembly was an utterly shameful act that placed the UK on the wrong side of history.  The consensus from all Westminster
parties is that the only resolution to the Israel-Palestine conflict is a just peace founded on a two-state solution. So far, this has
been government policy in rhetoric only.  We know that only independence and sovereignty for Palestine can save the two-state
solution. We hear a lot of talk in support of the peace process but on October 13 th MPs will have the opportunity to back up their
words with actions.”

The Bottom Line

In my view, the two-state solution is dead in the water – and would be a mistake even if it was still plausible.  Firstly, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu once again publicly promised to oppose the creation of a Palestinian state as recently as
July this year. Telling a press conference on July 11th:

“There cannot be a situation, under any agreement, in which we relinquish security control of the territory west of the River
Jordan,”

If Israel doesn’t relinquish security control, Palestinians cannot establish a state. The alternative, then, would be a single state in
which Palestinians are second class citizens, under occupation and without democratic rights.

“That sentence, quite simply, spells the end to the notion of Netanyahu consenting to the establishment of a Palestinian state,”
summed up Times of Israel editor David Horovitz, whom Ha’aretz described as a Netanyahu supporter.

So  long  as  Israel  remains  wedded  to  the  Zionist  notion  of  a  Jewish  state,  it  will  have to  maintain  its  occupation  of  the
Palestinians, in order to a) avoid the demographic realities that would undermine the racial character of the state, and b) avoid
the democratic realities that would undermine the racial character of the state. Secondly, there is a matter of principle here too.  
When we were calling for the end of Apartheid South Africa, we did not suggest separation, giving the white establishment
control  of  the  territory  they’d  ethnically  cleansed  and  colonized  while  granting  black  South  Africans  the  bantustans  and
townships. Why would we do so here?

Thirdly, Israel is buckling internally under the weight of this racist  project.  As a prominent Jewish-Israeli  activist  within the
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement told me in Tel Aviv:

The Zionist project, particularly in Palestine, is a supremacist project. It’s not only a colonialist movement in that it demands the
theft of resources, natural and human, of the indigenous people…But also says that this land is ours and only ours; and if you
are not part of us you don’t belong here”

The consequences of which have been described by Gideon Levy, esteemed Israeli journalist and editor of Ha’aretz, Israel’s
oldest daily newspaper:
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“All the seeds of the incitement of the past few years, all the nationalistic, racist legislation and the incendiary propaganda, the
scare campaigns and the subversion of democracy by the right-wing camp – all these have borne fruit, and that fruit is rank and
rotten.  The nationalist  right  has now sunk to a new level,  with almost the  whole country  following in its wake. The word
“fascism,” which I try to use as little as possible, finally has its deserved place in the Israeli political discourse.”

So let’s be clear  on what  the  real  end goal  needs to  be:  one secular  state  where  citizens are granted equal  rights  and
responsibilities, regardless of their race or religion. In the meantime, anything that puts pressure on governments in the West to
promote the rights of self-determination, cultural identity and recognition of the plight of the Palestinians is no bad thing.

Get involved!

Below is the list the MPs who had indicated they wanted to participate in the debate prior to the 8 th April. If your MP is not on the
list and you want them to be there, now is the time to get in touch.  You can find and contact your MP by clicking here.

Labour

Jim Dowd MP, Sandra Osborne MP, Linda Riordan MP, Jeremy Corbyn MP, Andrew Smith MP, Dame Joan Ruddock MP, Paul
Blomfield MP, Dai Harvard MP, Katy Clark MP, Roger Edward Leigh MP, Debbie Abrahams MP, Frank Doran MP, Mark Durkan
MP, Paul Flynn MP, Simon Danczuk MP, Chris Williamson MP, Andrew Slaugher MP, Alex Cunningham MP, Tony Cunningham
MP, Andy Love MP, Graeme Morrice MP, Alan Whitehead MP, John Denham MP, Roger Godstiff MP

Conservative

Crispin Blunt MP, Nicholas Soames MP, Julian Brazier MP, Colonel Bob Stewart MP

Lib Dem

Lorey Burt MP, David Ward MP, Julian Huppert MP

Green

Caroline Lucas MP

26.09.2014 Tell your MP: VOTE to recognise Palestine
There  are  very  few  opportunities
for  MPs  to  vote  to  recognise
Palestinians'  right  to  self-
determination. But on Monday 13th
October,  your  MP  will  have  a
chance to vote in the Commons to
recognise a Palestinian State. The
decision will not be binding on the
Government,  but  it  will  be  an
important indicator of support, and
will  add  to  the  pressure. 

Please make sure that you do all
you can to urge your MP to vote for
Palestine.
 
 

 

MPs  show  their  support  for  Palestine. 
Photo credit: Palestine briefing 

Even - or perhaps especially - if your MP is not supportive take the time to email them. If a significant number of constituents
contact them they will  be aware that their position will  be at odds with their voters if  they vote against freedom and self-
determination. As this is a backbench debate, MPs will not be obliged by their political parties to vote - so let's make sure that as
many as possible turn up and vote for Palestine. Ask your MP to vote. 

26.09.2014 Gaza: suffering and Israel's violations continue 

As the dust settled, we were left shocked beyond belief as we witnessed a community of 1.8 million in ruins; Khozaa, Shujaiyya,
Beit Hanoun, with entire families and neighbourhoods, gone.’ Read more>  Meanwhile, Israel continues to violate its ceasefire
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agreement in Gaza: 
17th September : Israeli naval forces opened fire off the coast of northern Gaza, moderately injuring fisherman Yousef Zayif,
70. 
14th September: An Israeli war ship fired “warning shots” at Palestinian fishermen off the coast of Gaza City’s Al-Shati refugee
camp. 
12th  September:  Israeli  navy  forces opened  fire at  Palestinian  fishermen  off  the  coast  of  Beit  Lahiya  to  the  north. 
11th September: Four Israeli  bulldozers entered a border area in southern Gaza, near the village of al-Qarara, and leveled
private  Palestinian  land.  Military  vehicles  accompanying  the  bulldozers  fired  shots,  with  no  reports  of  injuries.
8th  September:  Israeli  military fired on  fishermen,  pushing  them  back  to  a  five-mile  limit.
5th  September:  Israeli  military opened  fire on  two  fishermen  and  arrested  them.
2nd September: Israeli military opened fire with machine guns on Gaza fishermen.

**********
Palestine Prisoners
24.09.2014 Alert 26th Sept - Protest HP complicity in Israeli war crimes and helping Israels 

dungeons & torture dens to operate
For the past two years we have campaigned against G4S - picketing their G4S HQ in London, for its complicity with the Israeli
occupation - in particular securing of Israel prisons and interrogation centres where torture of young children is rampant. In June
2014 G4S finally relented and announced it is to pull out of Israeli prisons completely when its existing contracts end within the
next three years. 

Whilst the G4S campaign continues until the day G4S actually ends all its contracts with the occupation, we are now looking at
extending the Palestinian Prisoners Campaign by opening a second front against another company complicit in the occupation
and in particular in helping keep Israels Prisons operational - Hewlett-Packard. We will launch the campaign with a picket of
Hewlett-Packard's central offices in London at 88 Wood Street near St.Pauls on friday 26th September from 4pm to 6pm, please
join us. 

DATE: Friday 26th Sept 2014, 4:00pm - 6:00pm
LOCATION: Hewlett-Packard office, 88 Wood Street,  London. EC2V 7QT (Closest public transport:  St Paul's,  Moorgate &
Barbican tube stations)
FACEBOOK EVENT:  https://www.facebook.com/events/750141285021257

Boycott Hewlett-Packard
HP is more than an office supplies and printers company, they are one of the top 20 defense contractors in the US with arms*
sales worth $3 billion in 2011. They specialize in developing the IT infrastructure that is essential for the military to function.  
Whilst Hewlett-Packard(HP) operates in 178 countries around the world in HP's own words "Israel is one of the few countries
where HP has a massive presence.. In the past decade, HP has invested over $6 billion in the acquisition of Israeli companies,
including  the  establishment  of  production  plants..  HP  is  the  second  largest  investor  in  Israeli  IT."

HP provides IT backbone to Israeli Military
HP is more than an office supplies and printers company, they are one of the top 20 defense contractors in the US with arms
sales worth $3 billion in 2011[1]. They specialize in developing the IT infrastructure that is essential for the military to function.  
In 2011 HP won Israel's largest ever servers tender, worth an estimated $140 million. Under the tender HP implements and
manages the entire server farm of the Ministry of Defense and the Israeli army for 5 years (contract ends in 2016). Those HP
servers  form  the  IT  backbone  of  the  entire  Israeli  war  machine  making  HP  complicit  in  Israel's  war  crimes. 

HP has been equipping the  Israeli military since 2006 when it was first contracted to provided the IT infrastructure for the Israeli
navy, a “virtualization project” which was used by the Israeli military as a pilot for implementing the same system to the entire
army.  HP is thereby assisting the illegal naval blockade of Gaza which also began in 2006. In 2009 HP won the contract to
supply all computer equipment to the Israeli military. In another contract HP supply configuration management  database system
for  the  Israeli  Army's  secret  IT  unit.  Currently  HP is  implementing  and assimilating  an enterprise  resource  planning  and
management system for the Israeli Army (2011-2015).

HP helping Israels dungeons and torture dens to operate
Hewlett  Packard is also providing essential  IT services and infrastructural  that enable the Israeli  Prison Service (IPS)** to
function. Everyday Israel abducts and cages 2 children as young as 12 years old. Human rights groups have documented the
brutal torture of children as standard practice during interrogations in order to coerce confessions, usually to stone throwing
which carries a sentence of up to 20 years imprisonment. Today there are over 6000 Palestinian political prisoners, including
women and children, imprisoned by the Israeli Prison Service - many locked up without even a charge let alone a trial. 72
Palestinian prisoners have been tortured to death in Israeli prisons since 1967. The latest being father of five young children,
Raed Abdul-Salam al-Jabari, who was died following interrogation at Eshel prison on 9th Sep 2014. he had been arrested over
a simple car accident involving an illegal Israeli settler. The IPS claimed he had comitted suicide by hanging himself in his cell
but the autopsy revealed he had been savagely tortured with repeated blows to the head and face causing brain hemorrhage.
His neck showed no signs of hanging.

In an ongoing contract (until 2016), worth millions of dollars, HP provides the Israeli prison service   the systems and servers
needed to keep it operational. In 2012 HP  provided the central servers for the operational system of the IPS ("Tzohar") and its
ongoing maintenance. In a contract worth $35 million, HP developed the Kidma information system for the IPS which includes
the prisoners management system and intelligence subs systems, helping the occupation keep illegal records on Palestinians it
has  abducted  and  their  families.  HP  has  also  executed  a  project  for  e-mail  storage  and  archive  for  the  IPS.

HP helping the occupation implement apartheid
HP has developed and maintained the Basel System -  a biometric access control system with hand and facial recognition,
which is  used by Israel  at  illegal  checkpoints  deep inside occupied territory to  restrict  and control  Palestinian  freedom of
movement in their own land. It forms part of the separation wall apparatus declared illegal by the International Court of Justice in
2004.  HP also provided services to the illegal settlements, in particular Modi'in Illit and Ariel. This includes   a data storage
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system  for  the  municipality  of  Ariel  as  part  of  the  "Smart  City"  project.

*Arms sales defined as  goods & services  designed specifically  for  military  purpose  and doesn't  include  general  purpose
equipment  like  office  computers.  Figure  may  be  underestimate  as  it  doesn't  include  classified  contracts.  Src:  Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute

**We would especially like to thank WhoProfits.org for the research they have conducted on HP, in particular their freedom of
information  requests  that  have  revealed  the  extent  on  HP's  complicity  with  the  Israeli  Prison  Service.

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS - MASS HUNGER STRIKE
There has been an announcement of an imminent mass Palestinian prisoners hunger strike, starting with 63 prisoners. We will
follow developments and inshAllah include their cause in Fridays protest.

LIVE UPDATES DURING PROTEST
We will, inshAllah, be tweeting live from the protest with live photos being uploaded to our twitter and facebook page. So if you
can't join us on the day, please help us by sharing the photos as they get uploaded.
https://www.facebook.com/inmindscom
https://twitter.com/InmindsCom

Palestinian Prisoners Campaign
www.inminds.com/caged

fb.com/inmindscom
twitter.com/InmindsCom
youtube.com/user/inminds
The Palestinian Prisoners Campaign aims to raise awareness for the plight of Palestinian prisoners and build solidarity for their
struggle and work towards their freedom. The campaign was launched by Innovative Minds (inminds.com) and the Islamic
Human Rights Commission (ihrc.org) on the occasion of Al Quds Day 2012 (on 17th August 2012), since then we have held
actions every fortnight in  support of  Palestinian prisoners, if  you can spare two hours twice a month then please join the
campaign by coming to the next action.

**********
Trade Unions
11.09.2014 TUC to step up the campaign for a free Palestine
This week there was also progress with trade unions, as the TUC overwhelmingly supported a motion to  ‘step up the campaign
for a free Palestine’. In a statement from its General Council, the TUC condemns the ‘collective punishment of the people of
Gaza’, and describes Israel’s latest land grab in the West Bank as ‘a shocking provocation’ and Israel’s 2014 attack on Gaza
‘unacceptable’.

The TUC has now joined PSC, Amnesty International and other organisations in demanding an immediate end to the UK and
EU’s arms trade with Israel, stating: ‘The TUC should, working with the relevant unions, press those companies involved in
supporting  Israel’s  military  to  cease to  do  so.’  It  also  reiterates a previous TUC call  for  the  suspension of  the  EU-Israel
Association Agreement ‘until  the rights of  the Palestinians are established’.  This echoes the demand made by PSC.  The
statement  further  endorses  the  Boycott,  Divestment  and  Sanctions  (BDS)  campaign,  and commits  the  TUC to  ‘raise  the
pressure on corporations complicit in arms trading, the settlements, occupation and the wall’.
 
Sarah Colborne, Director of PSC, said: ‘This landmark statement puts the TUC, and the 54 unions it represents, combining a
total of nearly six million workers in the UK, firmly behind the Palestinian struggle.'

**********
US and US Groups
01.09.2014 Drop the Charges against Rasmea Odeh

Demand End to U.S. Persecution of Palestinian-American Activist  

An important hearing in the case of Rasmea Odeh is scheduled for Tuesday, September 2, and your support is needed! 
On  October  22nd,  2013,  Rasmea,  67,was  arrested  by  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security and  charged  with  Unlawful
Procurement of Naturalization for allegedly failing to disclose that she had been imprisoned by Israel  over 45 years ago.  
In 1969, Israel brutally tortured Rasmea, eventually extracting from her a “confession” to a crime which she did not commit. The
Obama administration has dusted off her 10-year-old application to become a U.S. citizen and charged her for allegedly omitting
mention of her time in Israeli prison, despite the fact that Rasmea publicly testified at the United Nation about the torture she
suffered while imprisoned. 

Call  the  prosecutors  September  2  from  9:00am-5:00pm  EDT  and  tell  them:  Drop  the  charges  now!   
Call Jonathan Tukel at  313-226-9749 (Chief of  National  Security  Unit,  U.S. Attorney’s office,  Eastern District  of  Michigan)
and U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan Barbara McQuade at 313-226-9100 or 313-226-9501 (voicemail). 

When you call, say: “Hello, my name is ________, and I am calling from _________ to demand that U.S. Attorney McQuade
drop  the  charges  against  Rasmea  Odeh.” If  you  are  in  the  Detroit  area,  please  consider  joining  the US  Palestinian
Community Network to fill the courthouse. Rasmea's supporters will be gathering at 2:00pm EDT September 2 at the United
States  District  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Michigan  (231  W. Lafayette  Blvd).  The  hearing  begins  at  3:00pm  EDT. 
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Attorneys representing Rasmea have filed a motion and brief to dismiss the indictment against her on the grounds that the
charges are the product of an illegal investigation targeting both Palestine solidarity efforts and organizing in the Palestinian
community. You can learn more about Rasmea's through these two articles: "Why is Obama's DOJ prosecuting a torture
victim?"  and  "Judge  in  case  against  Palestinian-American  pulls  out  due  to  Israel  business  ties ." 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation

03.09.2014 Turn a new generation into lifelong activists

Less than a week has passed since the end of Israel’s massive 57-day military assault on Gaza, yet the pattern of occupation
and oppression continues.  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu just announced the biggest illegal land grab in the West
Bank since 1984. Gaza is still under siege. Home demolitions, indefinite detention, and state-sanctioned discrimination continue
unabated.  But one thing has changed—an entire generation has been politicized, forever scarred by the images of children,
bombed schools and hospitals.

Now we have a chance to turn this new generation into lifelong activists for a just peace. Donors who believe in JVP  –
and what we can do going forward given the funds - have put up the biggest ever $75,000 summer challenge match to all
Jewish Voice for Peace supporters.

Jewish Voice for Peace is simply stretched to the limits with the massive influx of new people. In the last two months alone:

 Activists in 21 cities have launched new JVP chapters, in addition to our existing 39 chapters.  
 Over 60,000 new people signed onto our online campaigns, and another 100,000 joined us on Facebook.
 Literally tens of millions around the world learned about JVP in one of nearly 1,000 media stories. 
 For our newest leadership development institute, we were forced to turn away 85% of applicants for lack of space.

But transforming this incredible interest – the biggest I’ve seen in a decade at JVP – into long term systematic pressure to
change policy is the hard work ahead of us. We simply must hire more organizers to help us develop grassroots power, promote
principled divestment and boycott campaigns, and break down barriers to dissent within Jewish institutions.  And though our
budget is just a fraction of that of the multimillion dollar pro-occupation groups, we are able to effectively go head to head with
them because our belief in justice, equality and the unassailable humanity of Israelis and Palestinians speaks louder than any
PR machine can.

Cecilie Surasky,  Deputy Director, Jewish Voices for Peace

03.09.2014 We can only do this together

This summer, I watched with horror the unfolding of Israel's grotesque bombardment of Gaza -- which is home to much of my
family -- for more than 50 days, leaving thousands dead, including close to 500 children, not to mention the tens of thousands
left injured, homeless, and traumatized.  Around the world, people like you and I responded to the attacks by mobilizing in the
streets, online, on campuses, in faith centers, and at government offices to disrupt business as usual and convey the urgency of
ending Israeli impunity. We knew then, and we know now, that elected officials would not wake up one day and decide to end
support for Israel. Political transformation will only come from a grassroots, collective, sustained movement forcing that change.
 
That's why I'm urging you today to be a part of sustaining the grassroots movement-building work of the US Campaign
to End the Israeli Occupation.

 
During the attacks on Gaza, US Campaign staff worked around the clock to help voices like mine and yours be heard. Here
are just a fewexamples of what they did:

The US Campaign organizedtwo packed Hill briefings attended by at least 47 Congressional offices, where I spoke
truth to power alongside others including Tariq Abu Khdeir, the Palestinian-American teenager viciously beaten by Israeli police
two months ago.
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They organized heavily around demanding responsible mainstream media coverage. For example:

 When NBC tried to pull Ayman Mohyeldin from Gaza, the US Campaign generated more than 6,000 emails by people
like you to NBC offices. Ayman was reinstated less than six hours later.

 When CBS's Bob Schieffer  dehumanized Palestinians with racistcomments on "Face the Nation,"  they organized
more than 10,000 emails to the station. Schieffer took leave for the following episode, which also included a great interview on
Gaza.

 US Campaign staff members appeared on the "Kelly File" and"Geraldo Rivera Reports" to counter false reporting on
FOX News.

They supported and organized for countless individual and coordinated actions nationwide including the Gaza
Day  of  Rage,  July  24  Day  of  Action,  World  Can't  Wait  event,  and  a  national  member  group  briefing  on  direct  action.  

They organized more than 60,000 letters to Congress and the White House urging them to pressure an end to the
attacks, to hold Israel accountable, and to listen to the voices and stories of Palestinians who have been attacked by Israel with
U.S.  support.

The US Campaign created a web section to lift up not just their own actions and resources but those of groups
nationwide, including fact sheets, infographics, fliers, protest ideas, press releases, and an inspiring Tumblr they created with
the BDS National Committee and volunteers to highlight actions worldwide. 

Finally, as the latest ceasefire took hold, they launched a joint campaign to Hold
Israel Accountable to stress that Israel must not get away with the massacre. More than
30,000 people have added their voices to the call so far (have you?).  The US Campaign is
working  hard  to  not  only  react  to  unfolding  atrocities  but  to  proactively  prevent  their
reoccurrence by building long-term campaigns of boycotts, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) against Israel and complicit U.S.
institutions.

 
On the day I spoke to two packed Congressional briefings organized by the US Campaign, I found out that  nine of my family
members were killed by Israel that same day in Gaza City. I can't emphasize enough how important it is for me to have a
such a strong organization like the US Campaign working so effectively to end U.S. support for Israel's oppression of the
Palestinian people.

Laila El-Haddad

Author, Gaza Mom and The Gaza Kitchen

US Campaign to end the Israeli Occupation

**********

War Crimes

29.08.2014 Fatou Bensouda: the truth about the ICC and Gaza

Under the laws of the Hague court, my office can only investigate alleged war crimes in Palestine if it grants us jurisdiction in its
territory. It has not done so.  Has the international criminal court avoided opening an investigation into alleged war crimes in
Gaza due to  political  pressure,  as suggested in anarticle  published in  the  Guardian earlier  this  week? The answer  is  an
unequivocal “no”. As prosecutor of the ICC, I reject any suggestion of this in the strongest terms. When an objective observer
navigates clear of the hype surrounding this issue, the simple truth is that my office has never been in a position to open such
an investigation due to lack of jurisdiction. We have always, clearly and publicly, stated the reasons why this is so.
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The Rome statute,  the  ICC’s  founding  treaty, is  open to  participation  by  states.  The prosecutor  can only  investigate  and
prosecute crimes committed on the territory or  by the nationals of  states that have joined the ICC statute or  which have
otherwise accepted the jurisdiction of the ICC through an ad hoc declaration to that effect pursuant to article 12-3 of the statute.

This means that the alleged crimes committed in Palestine are beyond the legal reach of the ICC, despite the arguments of
some legal scholars that fundamental jurisdictional rules can be made subject to a liberal and selective interpretation of the
Rome statute. They appear to advocate that as the object and purpose of the ICC is to end impunity for mass crimes, the court
ought to intervene, even where clear jurisdictional parameters have not been met. This is neither good law nor does it make for
responsible judicial action.

The Palestinian Authority sought to accept the jurisdiction of the ICC in 2009. My office carefully considered all of the legal
arguments put forth and concluded in April 2012, after three years of thorough analysis and public consultations, that Palestine’s
status at the UN as “observer entity” was crucial – since entry into the Rome statute system is through the UN secretary
general, who acts as treaty depositary. Palestine’s status at the UN at that time meant it could not sign up to the Rome statute.
The former ICC prosecutor  concluded that  as Palestine could  not join the  statute, it  could also not  lodge an article 12-3
declaration bringing itself under the ambit of the treaty, as it had sought to do.

In November 2012, Palestine’s status was upgraded by the UN general assembly to “non-member observer state” through the
adoption of resolution 67/19.  My office examined the legal  implications of this development and concluded that while  this
change did not retroactively validate the previously invalid 2009 declaration, Palestine could now join the Rome statute. That
Palestine has signed various other international treaties since obtaining this “observer state” status confirms the correctness of
this position. Nonetheless, to date, the statute is not one of the treaties that Palestine has decided to accede to, nor has it
lodged a  new declaration  following  the  November  2012 general  assembly  resolution.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  record  that
Palestinian leaders are in the process of consulting internally on whether to do so; the decision is theirs alone and as ICC
prosecutor, I cannot make it for them.  By virtue of the nature of the court’s mandate, every situation in which the ICC prosecutor
acts will be politically fraught. My mandate as prosecutor is nonetheless clear: to investigate and prosecute crimes based on the
facts and exact application of the law in full independence and impartiality.

Whether states or the UN security council choose to confer jurisdiction on the ICC is a decision that is wholly independent of the
court. Once made, however, the legal rules that apply are clear and decidedly not political under any circumstances. In both
practice and words, I have made it clear in no uncertain terms that the office of the prosecutor will execute its mandate, without
fear or favour, where jurisdiction is established and will  vigorously pursue those – irrespective of status or affiliation – who
commit mass crimes that shock the conscience of humanity. My office’s approach to Palestine will be no different if the court’s
jurisdiction is ever triggered over the situation.

It is my firm belief that recourse to justice should never be compromised by political expediency. The failure to uphold this
sacrosanct requirement will not only pervert the cause of justice and weaken public confidence in it, but also exacerbate the
immense suffering of the victims of mass atrocities. This, we will never allow.

21.09.2014 Press Release: Extraordinary session of the Russell Tribunal on Palestine to 

examine the crime of genocide in Gaza

24-25 September – Brussels – Albert Hall, Brussels

www.russelltribunalonpalestine.com/en/

 

For immediate release

 

On Wednesday September 24thJudges, legal scholars, United Nations officials, journalists and cultural luminaries will gather in
Brussels for an emergency session of the Russell Tribunal on Palestine focusing on Israel's most recent military operation in
Gaza 'Operation Protective Edge'. The Tribunal will examine Israeli war crimes, crimes against humanity and for the first time
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regarding Israel, the crime of genocide. The Tribunal will also examine the legal consequences and third state responsibilities
arising from the above.

 

The members of the jury are Michael Mansfield QC, Professor of International law and former judge John Dugard, former UN
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Richard Falk, President of the EJE Association (Les Enfants, le Jeu, l'Education) and
wife  of  Tribunal  patron  Stephane  Hessel Christiane  Hessel,  Founder  of  the  Tunisan  Association  Against  Torture Radhia
Nasraoui, Film Director Ken Loach, Writer Paul Laverty, Pink Floyd founder Roger Waters, former African National Congress
Minister Ronnie Kasrils, Egyptian novelist Ahdaf Soueif, and author Vandana Shiva.

 

The Jury will hear from the following witnesses: Genocide expert Dr Paul Behrens, Advocacy Units Coordinator of Defense for
Children International Ivan Karakashian, Surgeons Mads Gilbert and Mohammed Abou-Arab,Palestinian Centre for Human
Rights  Director Raji  Sourani,  munitions  expert Colonel  Desmond  Travers,Advocacy  Officer  at  Aprodev Agnes
Bertrand, former  Israeli  soldier Eran Efrati,Coordinator  in  Europe with  the  Palestinian  Boycott,  Divestment  and Sanctions
National  Committee  (BNC) Michael  Deas, Film-maker Ashraf  Mashharawi and  journalists Mohammed  Omer, Martin
Lejeune, David Sheen, Max Blumenthal and Paul Mason.

 

Guardian Cartoonist and author Martin Rowson will be the Tribunal's illustrator.

 

The Russell Tribunal on Palestine was established under the patronage of the late Stephane Hessel, a former resistance fighter,
concentration camp survivor and author of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the recent multimillion selling 'Time
for Outrage!'(Indignez-vous!)  This is the fifth session of the peoples' tribunal to take place in the past five years. Other have
examined Third Party complicity regarding the UN, EU, and Corporate complicity as well as the Crime of Apartheid.

 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu said of the Tribunal: “There is no military solution to the conflict in the Holy Land. Violence begets
violence, which begets more hatred and violence. Nor have the world’s political and diplomatic leaders succeeded over many
years to engineer a just and sustainable peace. Civil society must step into the breach, as it  did in South Africa’s struggle
against apartheid. The Russell Tribunal on Palestine is an important civil society initiative to hold Israel to account.”

 

The jury will give its findings at 10am on the 25thSeptember at an international press conference at the International Press
Center (IPC, Brussels). In the afternoon, the Jury will be received at the European parliament and address a message to the
UN General Assembly for its reopening.

 

Ends

 

CONTACT

Russell Tribunal Media Team:

Email: pressRTOP@gmail.com

Ewa Jasiewicz 0044 7754 360 030 (English, Polish and spoken Arabic)

Katarzyna Lemanska 0032 489 04 48 22 (French and Polish)

 

www.russelltribunalonpalestine.com/en/

https://www.facebook.com/russelltribunal
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Twitter: @RussellTribunal

27.09.2014 All Presentations from the Russell Tribunal - provides evidence of crimes 
against humanity

Russell Tribunal, Brussels / Justice for Palestine | Save Gaza Project
 

   

 

  

Russell Tribunal, Brussels / Justice 
for Palestine | Sav...
All testimonies from the Russell 
Tribunal can be watched by clicking
here.Our utmost respect to every 
individual that testified and put their
...

View 
on     savegazaproject.or
g

Preview
by Yahoo

 

Russell Tribunal, Brussels / Justice for Palestine

All testimonies from the Russell Tribunal can be watched by clicking here.

Our utmost respect to every individual that testified and put their life on the line to tell the world the truth about the suffering of
Palestinians, and Israel’s latest offensive on the Gaza Strip. Please share this as often as you can, send it to your elected
officials, particularly those that supported the attacks on Gaza. Our silence is complicit. We should not remain silent any longer.
7  decades of  human right  violations and terrorism must  come to  an  end and a  solution  implemented where  the  lives of
Palestinians are no longer under consistent threat, and a state that claims democracy abides by law. Resistance against a brutal
occupation is a right by law. An occupation violating law is a crime, and we should speak up and make it clear that war criminals
are put on trial and justice is served.

R Green, SGP.

**********
Zionists
12.09.2014 An Open Letter to Rabbi Ira Youdovin

New post on Global Justice in the 21st Century - An Open Letter to Rabbi Ira Youdovin  by Richard Falk

An Open Letter to Rabbi Ira Youdovin:

We have exchanged views frequently in the last few years, most often by way of adversary comments written in reaction to
posts published on this website. I write now a post in the form of an ‘open letter’ because I think your most recent comment
objecting to my support for Steven Salaita in his campaign to have his tenure faculty appointment reinstated in the American
Indian Studies Department at the Urbana-Champaign campus of the University of Illinois. Phyllis Wise, the Chancellor, now with
the formal approval of the Board of Trustees, refused to forward the appointment to Board, because of private tweets highly
critical of Israel that she relied upon for making a unilateral decision that Salaita would be a disruptive presence on campus and
that someone holding such strong views would likely make Jewish students in courses he offered uncomfortable. She later
clarified her decision as prompted by the realization that the Board under pressure from university donors would have rejected
the appointment in any event and admitted that she should have consulted further before reaching her decision. I indicated my
view that not only should Salaita be reinstated, but also he deserved a formal apology from the chancellor and reimbursement
for damages sustained, including to his academic reputation.

 

Our most fundamental disagreement is exhibited by the opening sentences of your comment responding to my earlier post
suggesting that the dehiring of Salaita amounted to an assault on academic freedom and freedom of expression. You start your
comment this way: “The Salaita case is not about free speech. It’s about hate speech. The examples of Salaita’s comments
cited by Prof. Falk constitute a carefully collected and unrepresentative sample of the dozens on record.” You go on to choose
tweets that you find more offensive than those contained in my post:
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“More typical of his “body of work” are:

“Fuck you, Israel. And while I’m at it, fuck you, too, PA, Sisi –

“The IDF spokesperson is a lying motherfucker.”

“If you’re defending Israel right now you’re an awful human being.”

“If Netanyahu appeared on TV wearing a necklace made from the teeth of Palestinian children, would anyone be surprised?”

 

Actually, the last of your examples was among those that I included in my post, but this is a minor quibble. My real disagreement
centers on your insistence that the Salaita case “is not about free speech. It’s about hate speech.” There is no doubt that these
tweets are instances of extreme invective, making use of profane language, but are they properly construed as ‘hate speech’? I
would hope not. These tweets, which were not expressed in the language of the dinner table or polite parlor conversation, are
directed at Israel, not Jews as a people or Jews as individuals. Israel is a state. The state is an abstraction. You cannot hate an
abstraction except as a language trope. If I shout “I hate the color brown” or “fuck all brown cars” it would be absurd to consider
this kind of emotive language as hate speech. The same distinction should hold in speech on matters of political opinion.

 

It is here where the essential controversy between us lies. Israel’s first defenders seek to make everyone feel that Israel as a
self-proclaimed Jewish state is, in effect, the personification of the Jewish people, and that using profane language of criticism
about the state amounts to hate speech. Such efforts to personify the state are themselves destructive of democratic discourse,
and do impact upon academic freedom as well as muddy the waters as to the character of anti-Semitism. To be angry at a state
may reveal  an intemperate personality, perhaps even extreme alienation, but by itself  has not ventured into the forbidden
domain of hate. And many of us, including Steven Salaita, draw a sharp line separating our attitudes toward Israel as a state
and the Jewish people as a people.

 

Let us choose a clear example to highlight the point. To hate Nazi Germany became not only an accepted attitude, but surely
the politically correct position during and after World War II. To extend that hate, however, to the German people crosses the
dangerous line, and to treat a particular German as automatically of Nazi persuasion would similarly be hateful. There has been
useful debate as to what extent the German people went along with Hitler’s Nazi program, especially occasioned by Daniel
Goldhagen’s challenge directed at the claim that ordinary Germans were unawares of the fate befalling the Jewish people. [See
his Hitler’s Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust (1997)].

 

I recall my own experience in North Vietnam in June 1968, in the midst of the Vietnam War, when person after person, whether
a peasant in the countryside or a high official in Hanoi, told me that they hated the American government but had positive
feelings toward the American people. They attributed this sentiment to the teaching of Ho Chi Minh, the revered Communist
leader of their national movement, but it was said with such heartfelt sincerity by the people I met in Vietnam as to make me
aware of the deficiencies of American political culture that routinely conflates an enemy state with the citizenry of the country.
Such a lethal confusion may reflect the survival of racialism, and be one of the continuing costs imposed by the terrible heritage
of slavery, which was also accentuated by the genocidal treatment of the indigenous population of North America by the early
generations of settler colonialists. The Zionist conflation works in the opposite direction, insisting that those who challenge Israel
beyond a certain moderate point are racists, a species of anti-Semite, however much they protest against the derogatory label.

 

More to the point, expressing anger toward Israel seems well within the protected boundaries of free speech, and so the only
reasonable  question  is one of tone,  including the use of  profanity to  express such anger, and its  relevance to  academic
performance. As Salaita himself explained, his tweets were mainly written in the context of  the recent Israeli  massacre of
Palestinian civilians, including over 500 children, during a period of acute frustration undoubtedly heightened by the sense that
his  own  government  here  in  the  United  States  was  mindlessly  supportive  of  what  Israel  was  doing  to  a  vulnerable  and
entrapped civilian population.

 

It is also relevant to know whether the tweets should be taken as an ominous indicator of how Salaita would behave in the
classroom and within the university community. On the basis of abundant testimony from colleagues and former students, as
well as Salaita own very clearly articulated views, there is every reason to be confident that he would welcome and treat fairly
diverse viewpoints with respect and sensitivity, including those supportive of Israel’s behavior. It is also is helpful to know that in
the course of his six published books on a variety of topics involving the abuses experienced by marginalized peoples, including
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Palestinians, there is no hint of racism or indulgence in hate speech as an acceptable response. Quite the contrary, there is a
rejection of all forms of profiling whether of the oppressor or the oppressed.

 

Of course, an accusation of hate speech in the context of criticizing Israel has as its objecting the implication that the speaker is
guilty of genuine anti-Semitism. As I have tried to argue in a recent post [Sept. 1, 2014], Zionist propaganda seeks to merge
anti-Israelism, denominated as a form of racial  bigotry, with anti-Semitism as hatred of Jews and the Jewish people. The
widespread deliberate use of this technique by organized Zionist forces in the United States is convincingly documented in The
Battle for Justice in Palestine (Chicago: Haymarket, 2014), 125-225 by Ali Abunimah. It forms part of the wider Israeli effort to
defend a rising tide of anti-Israeli student activism on American university campuses, and more broadly what Israeli think tanks
call ‘the delegitimation project’ associated with such initiatives as the BDS campaign.

 

I  found your gratuitous swipe at the Palestinian quest for  national heroes particularly nasty and unjustified. You make this
strange assertion: “The Palestinians and their supporters are woefully short on heroes. The five most often mentioned—Arafat,
Saladin, Gandhi, Mandela, and Martin Luther King are dead. Moreover, three weren’t Arabs and only one was a Palestinian.”

 

I have been around Palestinians for a long time and I find this statement out of touch. Aside from Arafat, who is controversial
even among Palestinians, and Mandela, who is invoked quite often as an inspirational figure, the other three are only rarely, if at
all, mentioned. Much more appreciated as heroes by Palestinians is Archbishop Tutu of South Africa, and to a lesser extent,
Jimmy Carter, both of whom are very much alive and remain engaged. Most surprisingly your list omits Edward Said and
Mahmoud Darwish, both Palestinians and by far  the most influential  members of the Palestinian pantheon of heroes, and
among the most eloquent of anti-colonial resistance voices who have ever set foot on planet earth.

 

Yes, Steven Salaita is a casualty of the long struggle to achieve Palestinian rights, and a victim of what I have called Zionist
McCarthyism, but hopefully never a martyr to the cause. When you mock his passion with the demeaning words, “what kind of
honest discussion could emerge from his obscene adolescent ranting?” Rabbi Youdovin, Salaita was certainly not seeking
‘honest discussion’ by sending these tweets to friends and followers, but expressing his righteous disgust about what was
happening to the people of a shared ethnicity, and what you dismiss as “obscene adolescent ranting” others, including myself,
hear as screams of pain and anguish. There are times and places for honest discussion, and there are times and places for
screams of pain and anguish.

 

If we yearn for a world more dedicated to peace and justice, and more focused on human survival, we all need to learn to listen
with our hearts as well as our heads. I find that both modes of communication have their role, and we harm our civic life as a
country if we reject the relevance of screams of discontent and insist that only reasoned discourse has value.

Richard Falk

**********
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	Don’t call me a Palestinian of the Palestinian Territories because it is called Palestine. Don’t give me a fraction of my homeland and call it a solution. Don’t give me oppression and call it peace. Don’t give me a Bantustan and call it a home. Don’t give me a prison and call it freedom. Don’t draw the borders of my existence according to your whims and interests and call it a state. My Palestine is the home that is mine since the dawn of history till the end of history.
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