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“Palestine is the barometer of Western integrity”

Don’t call me a Palestinian of the Palestinian Territories because it is called Palestine.
Don’t give me a fraction of my homeland and call it a solution. 

Don’t give me oppression and call it peace. 
Don’t give me a Bantustan and call it a home.

Don’t give me a prison and call it freedom. 
Don’t draw the borders of my existence according to your whims and interests and call it a state.

My Palestine is the home that is mine since the dawn of history till the end of history.

Politics: Past and Present
When Jeremy Corbyn condemned the recent bombing in Manchester, and then went on to say that the
consequences of British Foreign policy need to be considered, he was immediately demonised by the
Tories  and  right-wing  Labour  politicians  alike.  This  predictable  outrage  from the  usual  suspects,
almost certainly “from people those who supported the wars in the first place and who now argue that
they  are  totally  unconnected  to  any  consequence.  But  wars  which  destroy  a  society  or  which
overthrow regimes always have consequences. In this case, governments have been warned that
interventions will increase the threat of terrorism.

The  approach  of  successive  British  governments  to  the  threat  of  terrorism has  been  immensely
counter-productive. Dame Eliza Manningham Buller, the former head of MI5, had warned Tony Blair
that launching the "War on Terror" would increase the threat of terrorism. A  study published in the
Foreign Policy journal stated that the number of suicide attacks against the US has increased hugely
since the invasion of Iraq. In fact, the "War on Terror" has led to over a million deaths: the "cure" has
been deadlier than the disease.

A comprehensive Rand Corporation study, which analysed 648 terrorist groups between 1968 and
2006, found that the most common way in which terrorism ended was  through a transition to the
political process. Military force was far less effective in ending terrorism. Governments had also been
warned about  supporting  various  groups such  as  the  mujahideen in  Afghanistan  or  some of  the
opposition in Libya.  It  is  unsurprising that,  having ignored this warning,  they now want to deny a
connection.”1 

More recently, in an interview on BBC 2’s Daily Politics2, Sir Richard Dalton, the former UK Ambas-
sador to Libya, 1999-2000, explicitly linked UK Foreign policy to subsequent events:
o The illegal invasion of Iraq which led to the formation of Islamic groups which subsequently 

became the Islamic State.
o UK’s support to Saudi Arabia’s war in Yemen
o The need to act justly overseas – the perception that the West has got it in for moslems, 

especially in the Middle East.
Sir Richard went on to advocate changes in foreign policy:
o Rein back from the war in Yemen
o A more neutral policy in respect of the Palestine/Israel conflict
o Pursuit of political settlements to the wars in Iraq, Syria and Libya.3

1 Counterfire – Election Briefing 25, 26 May 2017

2 Daily Politics, BBC2   25 May 2017
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The reluctance  of  many UK politicians,  of  all  persuasions,  to  acknowledge the  consequences of
present and past foreign policy is of course, not matched in the Middle East. Travelling in Palestine,
local people, once they become aware that you are British, will politely point out that UK, in drawing up
and implementing the Balfour Declaration (1917), is directly responsible for the predicament in which
Palestinians now find themselves. 

And do not forget, a year earlier, in 1916, UK and France arbitrarily divided up areas of the Ottoman
Empire, into spheres of British and French influence – the Sykes-Picot Agreement – with little regard
for ethnic and religious divisions of local people.  We are seeing the consequences of that agreement
even today.

Before and during the Mandate period, when UK administered all of Palestine, historical records show 
a series of contradictory promises, including:

 1915 McMahon-Hussein correspondence – Britain offered Sharif Hussein of Mecca an Arab
State including Palestine

 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement – Britain and France made a secret agreement to divide up the
Middle East between them

 1917 Balfour Declaration – Britain, in promising support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine
also promised to safeguard the rights of the Arab population

 1918 Anglo-French Declaration – Britain and France promised independence to the former
subjects of the Ottoman Turks, including Palestine

 1922 Palestine Mandate  – Britain  promised  the League of  Nations that  it  would  prepare
Palestine for independence, but failed to do so.

 1939 White Paper – Jewish opinion condemned the White Paper as a retreat from the prom-
ise in the Balfour Declaration to create a Jewish National Home.

 1948 Mandate Surrendered  – Britain abandoned its pledge to protect Palestinian rights by
withdrawing its forces leading to the Nakba and 750,000 Palestinians becoming refugees.4

Above the law: Israel’s non-implementation of UN resolutions on Occupied Palestine 
Half a century has elapsed since Israel established its brutal  occupation of Palestine, and almost
seven decades have passed since the 1948 Palestinian Nakba, which constitutes the beginning of dis-
crimination, dispossession and displacement for Palestinians and their persistent suffering. Since then,
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people have figured prominently on the United Nations (UN)
agenda. Nonetheless, the plight of the Palestinians continues.
 
In the light of this, Geneva International Centre for Justice (GICJ) has commissioned a report – “Above
the Law: Israel’s Non-Implementation of UN Resolutions”. The report assesses Israel’s implementation
of resolutions concerning Palestine and Palestinian rights adopted by the main UN bodies – the Secur-
ity Council, the General Assembly, the Human Rights Council and ECOSOC – from 1948 to 2017. The
330 page study builds on assessment by UN experts, governments and civil society actors, and draws
on field observations in Palestine. It focuses on six selected thematic areas, which are periodically ad-
dressed in UN resolutions:
 

1. Palestinians’ right to self-determination
2. Legal, geographic and demographic status of Occupied Palestine
3. Palestinian refugees and displaced persons
4. Governance, natural resources and economy
5. Militarisation and military operations
6. Palestinians’ human rights

 
The main finding of the study is that Israel has blatantly disregarded all UN resolutions criticising its il -
legal activities and their dire consequences for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people since
1948. The study also finds that Israel’s occupation of Palestine is intricately linked with its apartheid
system. Israel’s distinction between Jewish nationality and the “citizenship” or “residence” statuses of
Palestinians forms the basis for discrimination against Palestinians. This system is also interlinked with

3 The link to Sir Richard’s interview is http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b08rzs52/daily-politics-25052017 . The interview starts at 
53.58 minutes until the end of the programme. 

 

4 www.balfourproject.org.
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Israel’s increasingly anti-democratic policies and practices targeting political opponents, including Jew-
ish Israeli dissidents.
 
The right to self-determination
 The report shows that the groundwork for Israel’s illegal policies and practices characteristic of coloni -
alism and apartheid was laid almost seven decades ago, with the 1948 Nakba. Overriding the partition
resolution,  Israel had extended its borders beyond the UN-designated partition lines and annexed
West Jerusalem, which had been envisaged as a city under an international regime. After having im-
posed its military occupation on the remaining territory of Palestine in 1967, Israel furthered adminis-
trative and legislative measures aimed at establishing permanent control over occupied Palestine, not-
ably through its settlement policy. In recent years, Israel has taken actions subverting Palestinian self-
determination in retaliation for explicit recognition of this right by the international community.
 
Legal, geographic and demographic status
Pursuant to its establishment in 1948, Israel was quick to develop the legislative framework for the ex-
propriation of Palestinian land and property for the sake of Jewish settlement – first within Israel and
from 1967 onwards in occupied Palestine – in an effort to alter the character, status and demography
of historic Palestine illegally. On grounds of discriminatory domestic property laws, military orders and
an apartheid zoning and planning regime, Israel has unabatedly confiscated Palestinian land and ex-
propriated or demolished Palestinian property inside Israel and in occupied Palestine to construct and
consolidate illegal Jewish settlements. These measures run counter to innumerable UN resolutions
determining that Israel’s construction of settlements has no legal validity and constitutes a flagrant viol-
ation under international law and a major obstacle to a just, lasting and comprehensive peace. Rather
than constituting a novel policy, Israel’s retroactive “legalisation” of outposts hitherto considered illegal
even under Israeli law, which allow for the expropriation of private Palestinian land, is a continuation of
longstanding violations.
 
The settlement policy, in conjunction with the erection of physical obstacles, undermines the contiguity
of Palestine and fragments Palestinian communities in small disconnected enclaves controlled by the
Occupying Power and surrounded by massive Israeli settlement blocs, walls, checkpoints and vast se-
curity zones and roads for the exclusive benefit of Israeli settlers. Appeals by the international com-
munity, including the International Court of Justice (ICJ), dissolved into thin air in the face of Israel’s
unabashed settlement and Wall construction, which deepened the fragmentation of Palestinian land
and tore families apart.  The report, moreover, reveals how Israeli activities since 1948 have eroded
the traditional status of Jerusalem as the centre of Palestinian political, cultural and social life and con-
tinue to subvert the future status of East Jerusalem as capital of a Palestinian state.
 
Refugees and displaced persons
Notwithstanding landmark General Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948 and Security
Council resolution 237 of 14 June 1967, as well as innumerable related resolutions, Israel persists in
its denial of the rights of Palestinian refugees and displaced persons, particularly their right of return.
In the absence of a just solution, many face immense suffering and deplorable conditions under occu-
pation and in exile marked by vulnerability, dispossession and perilous socioeconomic situations. Is-
rael’s population transfer and recurrent military operations result in incessant displacement among the
Palestinian population, for which accountability and compensation remain absent.
 
Governance, natural resources and the economy
A further thematic area of UN resolutions whose implementation is assessed is Israel’s interference
with or obstruction of Palestinian governance, economy, social development and infrastructure, which
violate Palestinian political, social and economic rights.
 
Governance: After 1967, Israeli military forces attacked, detained or deported Palestinian politicians
and attacked or closed down government institutions. The Oslo Accords entrenched the political occu-
pation because the Palestinian Authority became dependent on Israeli funding and bound by the provi-
sions  of  the  agreement.  Until  today,  Israel  continues  to  interfere  in  Palestinian  governance
through, inter alia, the withholding of funds, the prevention of development projects, the closing down
of institutions and offices, the curbing of political activity and the restriction on movement of Palestinian
government officials.
 
Natural resources: The discriminatory system of control over Palestinian resources lies at the heart
of Israel’s exploitation of Palestinian natural resources for the benefit of the Israeli economy and popu-
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lation, including settlers. Israel’s closure policy and movement restrictions further obstruct Palestinians’
use of their own natural resources.
 
Economy, social development and infrastructure: Israel lost no time in gearing the Palestinian eco-
nomy towards Israeli interests. Under the 1994 Paris Protocol, Palestinian economic dependency on
the Occupying Power became entrenched. Israeli restriction on the movement of people and goods,
rigorous sanctions, the discriminatory zoning and planning regime, military actions and the suffocating
blockade on Gaza have devastated the Palestinian economy and caused lasting socioeconomic hard-
ship as well as a protracted humanitarian crisis in Gaza.
 
Militarisation and military operations
The continued refusal of Israel to apply the Fourth Geneva Convention since 1967 created a situation
in which a defenceless civilian population faces a vast and powerful military sustained financially by
the Israeli state and supported by the Israeli government on a daily basis. Israel persists in its pro-
longed military occupation and frequent devastating operations, particularly in Gaza, marked by ex-
cessive use of force affecting Palestinian civilians disproportionately. These cause unquantifiable loss
and suffering, further deprive the Palestinian people of a dignified life and deepen despair.
 
Human rights
The widespread violations by Israel against the Palestinian people constitute the longest outstanding,
serious human rights issues on the UN agenda. Regardless of repeated appeals by the international
community since 1967 to apply its obligations under international human rights and humanitarian law
in occupied Palestine, Israel has entrenched its deliberate, organised and institutionalised violations of
Palestinians’ human rights, which have been criticised regularly in UN resolutions:
 

 The use of excessive and often lethal force by Israeli occupying forces and the failure to pre-
vent settler violence violate Palestinians’ fundamental right to life.

 Israel continues to conduct large-scale arbitrary arrests and detention under untenable con-
ditions of imprisonment and under the use of torture, to impose collective punishment, most
deplorably in the form of its blockade on the entire population of Gaza, and to displace and de-
port Palestinians forcibly.

 The Occupying Power arbitrarily and violently interferes with the right to property by destroy-
ing homes and vital infrastructure on the basis of discriminatory laws, military orders and an
apartheid zoning and planning scheme.

 Severely infringing on Palestinian freedom of expression, association and peaceful  as-
sembly, and the right to participate in public and political life, Israel, inter alia, closes down in-
stitutions, disperses peaceful protests violently and arrests human rights defenders.

 Israel limits Palestinians’ right to education, inter alia, through restrictions on school develop-
ment, demolitions and closing down of educational institutions, movement restrictions, military
raids and settler violence.

 Restricting freedom of movement, Israel imposes curfews on entire areas and has construc-
ted and maintains the Wall, the system of checkpoints and other physical obstacles and the
associated permit regime.

 Undermining the right to residence and family life, Israel enacts discriminatory laws govern-
ing entry and residence as well as family reunification, and perpetuates practices that discrim-
inate  against  the  Palestinian population, inter  alia,  the denial  and revocation  of  residency
statuses.

 The Occupying Power, furthermore, violates the freedom of religion and worship, notably
through access restrictions and “archaeological excavations” imperilling the maintenance of
Holy Places. Frequent incursions, provocations and incitement by government officials, reli-
gious leaders, occupying forces and extremist settlers violate the historic status quo and sanc-
tity of Holy Sites.

 Through its policies and practices, Israel deprives Palestinians of the right to an adequate
standard of living. Its actions imperil livelihoods, heighten poverty and food insecurity, deny
Palestinians social services, restrict access quality medical care and have hurled Gaza into an
entrenched humanitarian crisis.

 
General assessment
While  Israel  has  continued  to  defy  international  law  and  human  rights  law with  utmost  impunity
throughout almost seven decades, Palestinians see their inalienable rights disintegrate in the face of
prolonged occupation, asymmetrical warfare, power politics and political expediency. The unrelenting
efforts by several UN Member States to introduce necessary forcible measures under UN Charter
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Chapter VII through the Security Council to force Israel to comply with its international obligations have
been blocked repeatedly by the veto of the United States.
 
The report concludes that the only way to end violations in the region is to dismember the brutal sys-
tem of occupation. The liberation of Palestinians from the shackles of occupation and apartheid and
the dissolution of discrimination against ethnic and increasingly political minorities within Israel would
give way to real democracy and just peace in the region. To finally achieve this aim, all actors who are
genuinely concerned about human rights and peace must act as a united front to bring to an end an in-
humane system that threatens the humanity of, and justice for, all of us.
Source: Lisa-Marlen Gronemeier,  MEMO/EuroPal Forum, 01.05.2017

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/2468

Balfour Apology Campaign 
On  February  2017  the  UK-based  Palestinian  Return  Centre  launched  a  petition  on  the  British
Parliament  official  website  demanding  Her  Majesty’s  Government  to  openly  apologise  to  the
Palestinian people for issuing the Balfour Declaration. The colonial policy of Britain between 1917-
1948 led to mass displacement of the Palestinian nation and HMG should recognize its role during the
Mandate and now must lead attempts to reach a solution that  ensures justice for the Palestinian
people. This petition has been signed by 13,269 signatures, in which guaranteed an official response
from the British government.
 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/184398
 
On 22 April 2017 the British government responded officially, and its response has caused an outrage,
deep  disappointment  and  distress  to  Palestinian  people.   The  Balfour  Apology  Campaign  (BAC)
strongly  denounces  The  United  Kingdom  Government  position,  in  which  clearly  denying  the
Palestinian people their legitimate and along-awaited apology.

The official British government response to our petition is humiliating, arrogant and emphasizing the
British government unconditional endorsement to the brutality of the Israeli governments against the
Palestinian people.  The fact  that  the  British  Government  has stated  in  this  response its  pride in
creating  the  state  of  Israel  without  acknowledging  the  suffering  and  injustice  inflected  on  the
Palestinian people as a consequence of the Balfour Declaration, is an alarming and an unacceptable
position,  in  which  deepening  the  British  government  role  in  denying  the  Palestinian  people  their
fundamental rights.
 
It is alarming that the Government’s statement justifies the creation of Israel for religious reasons by
stating, “In that context, establishing a homeland for the Jewish people in the land to which they had
such strong historical and religious ties was the right and moral thing to do, particularly against the
background of centuries of persecution.” Such statement will only fuel the conflict as it gives religious
motivation for the creation of Israel.The statement shows ignorance of the facts and history and also
ignore the Palestinian existence there for thousands of years.
 
In addition, the official response by the British government has also included a dangerous position in
relation to the issue of illegal Israeli settlements, when including “land swap” as one of the elements
that  should  be  included  in  any  suggested  future  two  state  negotiations,  in  which  is  illegal  by
international law.
 
And when it comes to the right of return to the millions of Palestinians that were drove forcibly out of
their homes and lands by Israel as a result for Israeli atrocities in which Balfour Declaration was their
umbrella to justify their horrific acts against the Palestinians, now the British government suggesting as
part of the negotiation there would be an alternative solution for the Palestinians other than their right
to return to their homes, in which is unacceptable, unjust and simply adopting the Israeli government
position on the cost of the legitimate rights of many Palestinians 
 
The flaws-filled statement also misleads the public opinion that Britain is working towards the self-
determination of the Palestinian people. For decades, the successive UK government failed in obliging
Israel to achieve its peace process commitment and strengthened Israeli occupation, particularly the
military industry.
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We do not accept the official  response that we have received from the British Government today,
therefore, we will continue all our efforts, using all available channels, whether political, legal, public
campaigns and media in order to gain the acknowledgement, the apology and the impartial political
policies from the British government to the Palestinian nation collectively. 
 
The British government denial of the Palestinian suffering as a consequence to its historic role in
creating the ongoing injustice inflected on them, in addition to the current official position that the
British government has communicated with us, we are left more determined to continue our legitimate
campaign until we achieve all our outlined targets in this campaign.
Source: Palestine Return Centre,  22.04.2017 

Media Group, Haringey Justice for Palestinians
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