
            

         haringey justice for palestinians

                                         HJFP Briefing 19
“Palestine is the barometer of Western integrity”

Don’t call me a Palestinian of the Palestinian Territories because it is called Palestine.
Don’t give me a fraction of my homeland and call it a solution. 

Don’t give me oppression and call it peace. 
Don’t give me a Bantustan and call it a home.

Don’t give me a prison and call it freedom. 
Don’t draw the borders of my existence according to your whims and interests and call it a state.

My Palestine is the home that is mine since the dawn of history till the end of history.

Israel – Why the Right-Wing Jewish Lobby want to close down all support for 
Palestine.  What the British media do not tell you!

05.06.2018 Corbyn's statement at Right of Return Demo 
Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn tells Israel: “We cannot turn a blind eye to these repeated and dangerous breaches of 
international law.”

06.06.2018 Argentina national soccer team cancel their match with the Israeli national 
team.

Soccer has always been political, and unfortunately a lot of the time it’s on the other side. Just last month, the Jerusalem soccer
team - I kid you not - renamed themselves Beitar “Trump” Jerusalem after the US Embassy move.

But there’s precedent for positive change too. In the 1980s, legendary Brazilian player Socrates helped bring down the military
dictatorship by speaking out, on and off the pitch. And now Messi and the rest of the Albiceleste are following in those footsteps.

The simple fact is that big moments like this in pop culture have a huge impact inside Israel. Prime Minister Netanyahu called
Argentine President Macri personally to try to salvage the game(!). And momentum is everything - and right now it’s on our side.
Cancellations from stars like Lorde and Natalie Portman absolutely paved the way for Argentina to take this stand.

We’re getting close to that point in the fight against Israeli apartheid.  I’m grateful to the many and varied organizations that
pulled this off - PACBI, Avaaz, dozens of civil society and activist organizations inside Palestine, and even the Palestine Football
Association. It matters that we take a second to show our gratitude, and help make this win as big as it can be.
Source: Rob, Jewish Voices for Peace, 06.06.2018

13.06.2018 Flotilla to Gaza
"The Freedom" boat, part of the four-boat Flotilla to Gaza, docked in Shoreham Harbour last week.  The boats, carrying aid, are
calling in at different European ports to raise awareness - meet politicians, attend public meetings, interviews etc - before meet-
ing up in the Mediterranean in July. They will then set sail for Gaza. During this period they will have further non-violent training.
They do not expect gentle handling from IDF.

The most dangerous time for then will be when, as they near Gaza, Israel blocks communication systems.  Nothing further will
be heard about them until Palestinians in Gaza pick up informational locally. Social media is invaluable. 

Can you let people know about the Flotilla? Especially people who are not particularly interested in Palestine? This is the kind of
action that forms the basis of adventure films  - heroic attempts by people equipped with only the desire to do the right thing,
facing an adversary armed to the teeth etc. etc.  This action just may capture the imagination/ interest of a few people who find
the "political" issue too difficult to face.  

James Godfrey, one of the organises described us as "passengers on the land" with "fingers on keyboards"  who can help keep
the mission safe. The terrible deaths of 7 crew members on the Mavi Mamara are well known. 

14.06.2018 One Law for all!
An attempt to pass a Bill giving “Israeli Arabs” ie Palestinians, the same rights as Jews failed. Speaker of the Knesset is quoted
as saying:

"This is a preposterous bill that any intelligent individual can see must be blocked immediately.... " 
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/knesset-disqualifies-bill-seeking-equal-status-jews-arabs-180605103127742.html

23.06.2018  10 big wins for Palestine at the Presbyterian Assembly!
The Presbyterian Church (USA), which represents nearly 1.5 million Americans, voted overwhelmingly in support of justice for
Palestinians through resolutions on everything from opposing legislation challenging boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS)
campaigns to defending the right to call Israel a colonial state! 

A slate  of pro-justice resolutions, put forth by USCPR member group  Israel Palestine Mission Network (IPMN), passed with
overwhelming majorities. PC(USA) rejected resolutions whitewashing Israel’s treatment of Palestinians and instead cast votes:

1. Condemning Israel's attacks on protesters participating in the Great March for Return and calling for an end to Israel’s
illegal siege of the Gaza Strip;

2. Opposing Israel’s illegal annexation of Jerusalem, and its discriminatory practices targeting Palestinians in access to
employment, representation, infrastructure, services, and education;

3. Voting down legislation that scapegoated Palestinians for  the deaths of Palestinian children killed by Israel,  and
presented false symmetry between the violence inflicted on Palestinian and Israeli children; 

4. Affirming our right to boycott by condemning anti-BDS legislation being pushed at the state and federal level, including
opposing the Israel Anti-Boycott Act; 

5. Standing firmly in solidarity with Palestinian churches and receiving their call to recognize Israel as an apartheid state
and intensify BDS campaigns; 

6. Challenging the US President and State Department regarding Israel’s discrimination against Palestinians and other
citizens of Israel, and calling for US diplomatic action toward equality;

7. Challenging boycott target RE/MAX’s profiting from sales in Israeli settlements;
8. Ensuring that interfaith relationships in the US are oriented toward justice rather than used as a fig leaf for Israel’s vi -

olence against Palestinians; 
9. Rejecting normalization efforts that ignore the power imbalance between Palestinians and Israelis;
10. Voting down a resolution seeking to end the classification of Israel as a “colonial project.”

The resolutions won by a mile following powerful testimonies from local and visiting Palestinians, Black Lives Matter leaders,
Presbyterians, and others. Most of the resolutions passed by 80 or 90 percent or unanimously in committee and through the
General Assembly. 

Four years ago this week, I witnessed with tears in my eyes the PCUSA voting by a hair – 310-303 – to divest holdings from
three US companies profiting from Israel’s occupation. At the time, PC(USA) was the first mainline church in the US to do so. 
In just a few years, we have gone from near parity to a church standing boldly and unequivocally for Palestinian rights.
In just a few years, we have gone from focusing on Israel’s 1967 occupation to a broad platform challenging all aspects of Israeli
colonialism, and advocating the rights of all Palestinians throughout historic Palestine, including those fighting for their right to
return home.  

Massive, mainstream institutions like PC(USA) show how the political orientation and analysis at the grasstops level is
shifting quickly, and that those claiming to be progressive without standing with Palestine are increasingly out of
touch. 

USCPR was proud to be on the ground working to support IPMN alongside Friends of Sabeel - North America, American
Muslims for Palestine, St. Louis Palestine Solidarity Committee,  and St. Louis Jewish Voice for Peace. 

Even as we are outraged by Trump’s decision to remove the US from the UN Commission on Human Rights to shield Israel
from accountability, join us in taking a moment to savour these sweet victories as we recommit ourselves to the fight ahead for
full freedom, justice, and equality for the Palestinian people. 
Source:  Anna Baltzer,  Director of Organizing & Advocacy,  US Campaign for Palestinian Rights, 23.06.2018

26.06.2018 Councils around the world boycott Israel
Local authorities in Ireland and Chile have become the latest to join a growing global wave of resistance to Israel’s war crimes
against the Palestinians.Monaghan last week became the fifth county or city council in Ireland to declare support for BDS, the
boycott, divestment and sanctions movement, after Israel’s latest massacres of unarmed protesters in the Gaza Strip.More than
100 Palestinians have been gunned down by Israeli snipers in response to the Great Return March demonstrations that began
on 30 March, including 15 children.
 
In April, Dublin City Council became the first European capital to endorse a boycott of Israel, voting to discontinue a contract
with HP, a computer firm that has long been complicit in Israel’s military occupation in Palestine. It was soon followed by local
authorities in Donegal, Galway and now by Monaghan. Derry had previously declared a boycott in 2016. The Palestinian BDS
National Committee (BNC) welcomed the news, reacting that “Irish solidarity is beautiful!” Also last week, in Chile, the southern
city of Valdivia passed a motion endorsing the BDS movement and declaring the city an “apartheid free zone,” in line with the
BNC campaign of the same name. Read More
Source:  EuroPal Forum, 26.06.2018

25.06.2018 Kushner and Greenblatt support Israeli measures at Gaza border, claims 
Netanyahu

Benjamin Netanyahu has claimed that the US envoys currently touring the Middle East support Israeli measures on its border
with the besieged Gaza Strip, Quds Press reported on Sunday. The Israeli Prime Minister said that Jared Kushner and Jason
Greenblatt give “absolute support” for the deadly response to the Palestinians’ Great March of Return protests.  “I met with them
[the US envoys] and we discussed the political process and regional issues,” Netanyahu told his weekly cabinet meeting. “Our
discussion mainly concentrated on the situation in Gaza.”
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The Israeli leader claims that the shooting of unarmed protesters — some of them very obviously journalists and medics —
helps to “guarantee the security of Israel and its citizens.” He insisted that this was made clear in the remarks made by the US
administration’s representatives.  Netanyahu has met with Kushner and Greenblatt twice since Friday. The two have been tour-
ing the Middle East since last Tuesday and meeting with Arab leaders in an effort to sell US President Donald Trump’s so-called
“deal of the century”.
Source: MEMO/ EuroPal Forum, 25.06.2018

26.06.2018 French company withdraws from Israel’s Jerusalem rail project
French engineering company Systra has withdrawn from part of Israel’s construction of a rail network in occupied Jerusalem,
after its connection to the project was revealed by the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH).  A report released
earlier this month found that three French companies had committed to aid in the construction of the Jerusalem light-rail, a
network that aims to connect West Jerusalem to the Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory of East Jerusalem,
in blatant violation of international law. The plan would see the extension of an existing line and the creation of two new lines, all
with the settlements as their endpoints.
 
Systra, which along with Egis Rail has a significant public sector majority share, faced questions from several trade unions,
which denounced its involvement in the project.  Last week, FIDH received a response from Systra’s parent company at the
European Works Council meeting, which stated: “Systra is withdrawing from the red and purple line of the Jerusalem light-rail”.
In a statement, FIDH hailed the move as a step in the right direction.  “While this statement lacks further specifics (Systra is
currently committed to the construction of the blue line), its meaning is as clear to us as it was to the representatives of the trade
union organisations present at the European Works Council: Systra is withdrawing from the Jerusalem light-rail. We salute this
announcement as a first victory on a just path.”  “It is a path that we expect the other two companies involved … to follow as
soon as possible,” the press release concluded.
 
At  the  report’s  release,  the  FIDH  had  also  condemned  the  French  government  as  doubly  liable  for  the  involvement  of
companies:
“What are we to make of the French government’s inaction in the face of public sector entities participating in Israeli settlement
activity, which is completely illegal, and which, incidentally, the French government has repeatedly condemned? It’s time to shift
from words to action,” Bertrand Heilbronn, President of the France Palestine Solidarity Association (AFPS) said at the time.
Source: MEMO/EuroPal Forum, 26.06.2018

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/3655

24.06.2018 Death toll in Gaza hits 132 since end of March
A Palestinian youth on Sunday succumbed to wounds he sustained from Israeli army fire during anti-occupation protests in the
Gaza Strip, according to the Health Ministry. Osama Khalil Abu Khater, 29, was injured in the abdomen during a rally held in
Khan Younis city in the southern Gaza Strip on Friday, ministry spokesman Ashraf al-Qidra said in a statement.  “The youth,
however, died of his wounds today,” the spokesman said.
 
Sunday’s death brings to 132 the number of Palestinians martyred – along with thousands more injured – by Israeli gunfire since
the protests began on March 30, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry.
 
Protesters demand the “right of return” to their homes in historical Palestine from which they were driven in 1948 to make way
for the new state of Israel.  They also demand an end to Israel’s draconian blockade of the Gaza Strip, which has gutted the
coastal enclave’s economy and deprived its two million inhabitants of many basic commodities.
Source: PNN/EuroPal Forum, 24.06.2018

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/3644

26.06.2018 Gazans have survived years of war. Now depression is killing them
Fathi Harb wanted to commit suicide. So he went to a protest this spring along Gaza’s border, hoping Israeli snipers would  
shoot him, his grandfather recalled.  When they didn’t, the 22-year-old tried again, returning to another protest soon after. Again 
he survived.  Then, last month, he set himself on fire on a busy street in Gaza City, later succumbing to his wounds.  “He called 
his father right before he did it and told him of his plans,” his grandfather, Saeed, said.
 
A mental health crisis is gripping the Gaza Strip, experts say, born of repeated wars and the stress of meeting daily needs in this
besieged and impoverished Palestinian enclave.  Mental health experts say they have seen a significant increase in symptoms
of psychological distress in recent years.  In 2017, the number of psychiatric patients visiting government-affiliated mental health
clinics rose by 69 per cent compared to previous years, according to Gaza’s Al Mezan Center for Human Rights.
The Gaza Community Mental Health Programme (GCMHP) says it has tracked an increase over the past year in anxiety,
depression and suicide.  And in a recent report, the World Health Organisation said that the constraints imposed on the lives of
Palestinians, including in Gaza, have had a “huge effect” on the mental health of the population, amounting to “much more than
simple psychological disturbances.”

Nearly 2 million Palestinians are trapped in the Gaza Strip, hemmed in by restrictions on travel and commerce imposed by
Israel, Egypt and the Palestinian Authority to pressure the militant Hamas group, which rules the territory.  The closure has
crippled Gaza’s economy and sent unemployment soaring.  Gaza’s residents get only a few hours of electricity each day, and
most drinking water is contaminated.  The spectre of a new conflict with Israel hangs over the territory.
 
Harb had been chronically jobless.  He shared a single apartment with 12 family members, including his pregnant wife.  It was
too hard, he told his father, explaining his wish to die.  “He said, ‘It will be better than this terrible life we are living'," Saeed
recalled.
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In  Gaza, “we are talking about a situation where the majority of  people have feelings of hopelessness, helplessness and
powerlessness”, said Hasan Ziyada, director of the GCMHP.  “They feel trapped. They feel paralysed and like they cannot do
anything to change their reality.” The result, he said, is high levels of stress and psychological trauma.
Gaza has long been synonymous with violence and insecurity.  But the worst period of conflict has been the past decade, when
more than 4,000 Palestinians were killed in three Israeli assaults on Gaza, according to the Israeli human rights organisation,
B’Tselem.
 
In the immediate aftermath of the 2014 war, WHO estimated up to 20 per cent of the population may have developed mental
health conditions. According to UNICEF, more than 300,000 children in Gaza required some sort of psychosocial care.  By the
time Israeli forces killed 14-year-old Mohammad Ayyoub at a protest in Gaza this April, the sprightly but troubled youth had lived
through three wars.  

They had left him deeply traumatised.  He was treated for anxiety and a violent temper, his parents said. The boy’s family
gathered recently at their sparsely furnished home in Gaza’s Jabaliya refugee camp to pore over his school notebooks, where
he liked to scribble hearts during class, and to watch videos of him dancing the Palestinian folk dance known as dabke.
 
His parents recounted his decline.  After the 2014 war, Ayyoub became nervous, clingy and afraid of the dark.  He lashed out at
his brothers and sisters, hitting them at home.  In trauma counseling at his United Nation (UN)-run school, Ayyoub learned
stress management exercises including controlled breathing, and the treatment appeared to work. But he relapsed, becoming
more serious, angry and withdrawn.  “He stopped smiling. He stopped playing with other kids,” said his mother, 39-year-old
Raeda, wearing a floral headscarf and surrounded by her five other children.  “His father was telling him, ‘You have to calm
down.’"
 
Upset over the US decision to move its embassy to Occupied Jerusalem, which Israelis and Palestinians both claim as their
capital, Mohammad Ayyoub told his mother he would be willing to give his life for the city.  On April 20, he slipped away to a
demonstration on the Israel-Gaza border, where an Israeli sniper shot him through the head.  More than 130 Palestinians have
been killed at weekly protests like the one Ayyoub attended.
 
The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), which assists Palestinian refugees, also treated Ayyoub at its counseling programme in
local schools. The group says it mapped a “psychological deterioration” among schoolchildren in Gaza during the months before
and after the border protests started. It also traced an increase in the per centage of students suffering nightmares.
 
School  principals  reported  seeing  more  violent  incidents  on  school  grounds.   “These  children  are  already  living  in  an
unbelievable situation, and the difficulties they face keep getting worse,” said Assad Ashour, NRC’s education coordinator in
Gaza.  “Everything that is happening in Gaza, all the suffering, it will eventually be reflected on the children.”  The crisis has
been exacerbated by poor government funding for  mental health in Gaza, where the health sector  as a whole is woefully
underequipped, as well as by the stigma that Palestinian society attaches to psychological problems.
 
The Palestinian Ministry of Health has developed a national mental health strategy, but only a small portion of the ministry’s total
budget is devoted to mental health.  Because of the economic blockade, Gaza’s hospitals often face shortages of key supplies
and medicines, including some psychotropic drugs, health workers say.  Since Gaza’s only psychiatric hospital favours strict
drug therapy over  counseling  or  psychosocial  support,  much of  that  work  is  left  to  community  centers  and donor-funded
programmes.
 
On a recent morning at the GCMHP’s headquarters in Gaza City, social worker Nedal Al Shamaly was staffing the hotline
offering free consultations.  The callers included a father worried about his sleepwalking daughter; a widow who developed
anxiety after her husband was killed in the 2014 war; and a woman who wanted a divorce because her husband sexually
abused her.  
 
“Before the siege, we had economic problems. We had social problems. But it’s not like it is now,” said Shamaly, who has
worked at the centre for 15 years.  “There was some hope before. People could travel. They could manage their lives,” he said.
“But now, young people want to either escape Gaza or are thinking about suicide. There is a complete loss of hope.”
Source: Gulf News/EuroPal Forum, 25.06.2018

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/3654

05.07.2018 PRC Holds a Seminar at UNHRC to Discuss Israel's Attacks on Gaza's Great 
March of Return

A special seminar held by PRC at the UN Human Rights Council  (UNHRC) in Geneva sounded the alarm over the Israeli
violations  against  protesters  during  the  Great  March  of  Return  staged  at  the  Gaza  border.   Legal  researcher  Dr.  Rania
AlMahareb, from AlHaq Center, along with legal researcher Ghada AlRayan and Mahmoud Dhaher, the head of Gaza office of
the World Health Organization (WHO) and Pietro Stefanini were in attendance.

Researcher Pietro Stefanini, who spoke on behalf of PRC at the seminar, delivered an opening address, in which he highlighted
the socio-political and economic motives that gave birth to the Great March of Return, most notably Palestinians’ commitment to
their right of return to their homeland from which they were displaced in 1948 and the eleven decades-long blockade on the
Gaza enclave.
Researcher Ghada AlRayan read out sworn affidavits corroborating the unwarranted use of gunfire and toxic gases by the
Israeli occupation forces in an attempt to quell the peaceful march, in violation of the international humanitarian law.
AlRayan said in most cases, the targeted protesters end up catching chronic paralysis or undergo limb amputation. Others
sustain bone and vascular disorders.
In a video screened from Gaza, director of WHO’s Gaza Office, Mahmoud Dhaher, said the health situation has taken a turn for
the worse in the enclave as a result of the Israeli blockade. More than half of those in need of urgent medical referrals have not
been allowed out of the Gaza Strip.
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Rania AlMahareb spoke out against attacks by the Israeli military against medics and paramedics during the Great March of
Return, which she said make part  of a preplanned campaign to tighten the noose around protesters’ neck. In testimonies
amassed from the field, medical staff members said several aggressions were launched by the occupation forces hundreds of
meters away from the border fence with no obvious threat being posed to the soldiers. In other cases, Israeli soldiers shot
paramedics and prevented ambulances from reaching the scene by snipers.
Data delivered by Mahareb kept record of the launch of 245 attacks against medical staff since March 30 and 40 attacks on
ambulances. Two paramedics—Mousa Abu Hasaneen and Razan AlNajjar—were pronounced dead in such attacks.
The event marks another chain in the series of endeavors launched by PRC to spotlight the Israeli crimes against unarmed
marchers at the Gaza border along with the biased media coverage of the Return protests.
Source:  PRC,  05.07.2018

06.07.2018 PRC  Wraps  Up  Well-Planned  Participation  in  UNHRC  38th  Session  by
Submitting Three Fact-Based Reports

Three reports on the situation of Palestinian refugees in Gaza, Syria and Jordan were submitted by the Palestinian Return Cen-
tre (PRC) at the UN Human Rights Council, bringing a fruitful participation in the council’s 38th session to a close.  The first re -
port, entitled “Yarmouk: Destruction under the Guise of Liberation”, spotlights the disastrous fallouts of the military offensive
launched by the Syrian government forces and its war allies against Yarmouk Camp since mid-April 2018.

The report highlights the damage wrought on infrastructure and civilian homes, along with the forced deportation of residents
prior to the conclusion of an agreement stipulating the retreat of armed militias and thousands of Palestinian civilians toward
northern Syria.  The report, the by-product of joint efforts by PRC and the Action Group for Palestinians of Syria, underscores vi -
olations by ISIS outfits against Yarmouk residents and the longer-term aftermaths of the massive destruction inflicted on the
camp, which remains an enduring symbol of the Palestine Refugee diaspora and of the extreme human costs of the devastating
conflict in the country.

The second report, bearing the title “Palestinian Refugees in Jordan”, draws attention to the nationality restrictions enforced by
the Jordanian authorities on Palestinian children born to Jordanian mothers and the repercussions of such restrictions on their
access to education, health care, labor force, and public facilities. Children born to mothers married to Palestinians from Syria
have been enduring a vulnerable legal status and shorn of their right to citizenship status as they are considered children of
“stateless” parents by the Jordanian authorities.

The third report covers ten facts as regards the Israeli violations against the Great March of Return staged at the Gaza border
and calls for the launch of an international fact-finding probe into the escalation. Outlining the motives behind the protests, the
report urges the UN and its affiliated bodies to take urgent action and work on rehabilitating Palestinians’ inalienable rights,
which are not subject to a statute of limitations.  The reports dovetail PRC’s endeavors to disseminate the Palestinian version,
deconstruct biased pro-Israel media coverage, and to push UN bodies to enforce international law.  The reports will be roped in
the United Nations’ archive of official documents which can be received electronically through the UN Official Document System
search. UN documents can be accessed by keywords.
PRC has just concluded its active participation in the 38th session of the UNHRC held from June 18 to July 6 in Geneva.
Read this article online HERE
Source:  PRC,  06.07.2018

11.07.2017 News from Ireland

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/bill-banning-israeli-settlement-goods-passes-in-seanad-1.3561728?mode=amp

11.07.2017 Statement from Labour Member of Knesset.

Israeli left leader says intermarriage by U.S. Jews is ‘actual plague’ and he vows to find ‘a solution’

10.07.2018 Israel officials ‘personae non grata’ as support for BDS swells in Spain
Israelis  are  becoming  increasingly  worried  over  the  growing  support  for  the  Boycott,  Divestment  and  Sanctions  (BDS)
campaign. Not a week goes by without the ranks of BDS swelling. Last week it was Hollywood actors and the Presbyterian
Church who gave their backing for the campaign to end Israeli occupation and apartheid. This week it is Spain, which, according
to the pro-settler news agency Arutz Sheva, is becoming the most hostile European nation to Israel.  A number of high profile
cases were cited to support its conclusion, which it thinks should worry Israel. First there was the decision of the third largest
city of the country, Valencia, to embrace the boycott of Israel by proclaiming itself a “zone free from Israeli apartheid”. The
municipality stressed that “Israel is required to put an end to the occupation and remove the discriminatory wall in accordance
with the resolution 242 of the United Nations Security Council and the announcement of the International Court of Justice issued
on 9 July 2004.”
 
Then the leader of the third largest Spanish party, Pablo Iglesias Turrión, head of Podemos, defined the Jewish state as a
“criminal and illegal country”. The remarks followed Israel’s assault on unarmed Palestinian protesters taking part in the “Great
March of Return” in Gaza. Casting the BDS victories in Spain wider the paper mentioned the cancellation of a concert by the
Israeli Symphonic Orchestra of Netanya because of political reasons. According to the local producer of the concert, which was
to be held in Oviedo, they had received an official notice from the municipality stating that the cancellation of the event was the
result of a political decision to “stop Israeli activities in the city”.
 
Oviedo, Arutz Sheva said, had also cancelled the performance of an Israeli  ballet.  The City Council  of  Cadiz had already
cancelled an Israeli film festival, claiming that it “contradicts the adherence to the campaign ‘free from Israeli apartheid’”. In
Benicassim, near Barcelona, the Jewish musician and reggae star Matthew Paul Miller, aka “Matisyahu”, was disinvited from a
music  festival  because  he  would  not  publicly  endorse  Palestinian  statehood.   Elsewhere  in  Spain  the  parliament  of  the
Autonomous Community of  Navarre, approved a resolution last May to endorse BDS. They also called on Spain’s central
government to “support any initiative promoted by the international BDS campaign” and to “suspend relations with Israel until
that country stops its criminal and repression policies against the Palestinian population.
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Eighty Spanish towns and councils are said to have already joined the Israeli boycott campaign, which is significantly higher
than the 60 reported over a year ago.  The Israeli  embassy in Madrid,  Arutz Sheva reported, wrote a letter to Podemos’
members accusing them of practicing a “systematic boycott policy” against Israel, after a group of deputies decided not to attend
a scheduled meeting with the Israeli Ambassador Daniel Kutner.
 
It also mentioned that El Al, Israel’s flagship airline, intended to create a direct flight from Santiago de Compostela to Tel Aviv,
but the project was rejected by the Spanish tourism leaders as a symbolic act of support for the boycott. The city of Pamplona is
also reported to have declared Israeli officials “personae non grata” in the city.
Source: MEMO

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/3667

10.07.2018 Israel culture minister seeks powers to punish violators of ‘Nakba Law’
Israel’s Culture Minister Miri Regev “plans to submit a kind of cultural loyalty bill in November that would allow her to cut state
funding to cultural institutions which violate the so-called Nakba Law”, according to a report by Haaretz.  Regev made the “an-
nouncement at a Tel Aviv press conference yesterday called to unveil a reform of state funding for the film industry”, the paper
added.  As explained by Haaretz, “the Nakba Law allows the Finance Ministry to cut state funding to any institution that publicly
observes Israel’s Independence Day as a day of mourning, but doesn’t allow the Culture Ministry to do so.”
 
The Nakba, meaning ‘catastrophe’ in Arabic, refers to the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians by pre-state Zionist militias and Israeli
state forces over the period 1947-1949.  During the Knesset’s winter session, Regev informed journalists, “she plans to submit
legislation enabling the Culture Ministry to slash funding to such institutions”, Haaretz reported.
 
“The Film Council will be able to deny funding to cultural institutions that violate the Nakba Law and participate in incitement
against the state,” she said.  Regev added “that the intended legislation would also bar film fund lectors from approving funding
for films that violate the Nakba Law or ‘delegitimise Israel’.”
Source: MEMO,  10.07.2018

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/3674

07.07.2018 Israeli forces wound scores of women in Gaza rally
At least 134 Palestinians have been wounded by Israeli gunfire as thousands of Palestinian women demonstrated along the
heavily fortified fence with Israel in the besieged Gaza Strip.  Ashraf al-Qudra, spokesperson for Gaza’s healthy ministry, said in
a statement on Tuesday that media representatives covering the event were among those who were injured at the scene, east
of the enclave.  The protest was the first mass women’s demonstration to take place in the strip since popular protests calling for
Palestinians’ right of return began on March 30 in the strip.
 
Palestinians in the strip have taken part in the protests, dubbed the Great March of Return, calling for their right of return to the
homes from which they were expelled from in 1948 during a violent ethnic cleansing campaign that forcibly expelled more than
750,000 Palestinians from their towns and villages.  They have also been demonstrating against the Israeli-Egyptian land, sea
and naval blockade that has been in place since 2006, when Hamas – the party governing the strip - came to power.
 
Women on Tuesday arrived in buses from across the port city, home to more than two million people, many accompanied by
their children.  They moved in groups to within 50 metres of the fence, AFP reported.  "I came to finish the march that my
daughter had started," Rim Abu Irmana said, waving a picture of her 15-year-old daughter, Wasal, who was killed by live Israeli
ammunition on May 14 - the same day more than 60 other Palestinians were also killed.  May 14, which commemorated the 70
years since the Nakba, coincided with the controversial US embassy move from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.  "These demonstrations
are peaceful. We are only defending our land and our rights," said Irmana, holding the hand of her young son.
 
Since the protests began on March 30, Israeli forces killed at least 138 Palestinians.
Source: AlJazeera, 07.07.2018

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/3664

10.07.2017 MAP founder to join Freedom Flotilla
Founding Trustee of Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) Dr Swee Chai Ang is set to board the Freedom Flotilla boat Al-Awda
next week in an effort to break the 12-year siege of the Gaza Strip.  In a statement sent to MEMO, Ang said: “I am highly hon -
oured to be invited on board. It is important to explain to you why I chose to do this. A doctor, a surgeon is a human being with a
conscience and a compassionate heart, much more than just a skilled technician.”  The very fact that I can do operations and fix
broken bones will not stop me from losing my humanity. A robot might turn the other way, but a child of God does not.
 
“The Flotilla brings hope to the besieged Palestinians,” she added.  “This summer marks the thirty-sixth year of my journey with
the Palestinians. It began in 1982 when as an ignorant Pro-Israel Christian doctor I first stepped foot as a volunteer surgeon in
Gaza Hospital in Beirut’s Sabra Shatilla Palestinian refugee camp,” she explained.  “There I fell in love passionately with a gen-
erous, kind, honest and gentle people – the Palestinians. They were forced out of Palestine in 1948, and found themselves
refugees.”  “Most of you know that I am going to seventy come the end of the year and I would like to make this my birthday
present to the people of Gaza and Palestine.”
 
You can read Dr Ang’s full statement below:
 
When invited to come on board Al-Awda, the Freedom Flotilla to Gaza, I know I must join them. This summer marks the thirty-
sixth year of my journey with the Palestinians. It began in 1982 when as an ignorant Pro-Israel Christian doctor I first stepped
foot as a volunteer surgeon in Gaza Hospital in Beirut’s Sabra Shatilla Palestinian refugee camp.
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#FreedomFlotilla   

 
There I fell in love passionately with a generous, kind, honest and gentle people – the Palestinians. They were forced out of
Palestine in 1948, and found themselves refugees. Despite the dispossession, persecution and injustice they remained human.
 
About 3 weeks after my arrival, more than 3,000 of them were cruelly massacred. My heart was broken and trampled on, and
would have remained dead and buried in the rubble of their bulldozed homes. But the survivors even while burying their own
loved ones nurtured me back to life with their tears and love. The children filled with courage, hope and dignity inspired me and
gave me strength to walk on with them.
 
“We are not afraid Doctora come with us.” It is now 70 years since the Palestinian Nakba and Diaspora in 1948. When will their
journey home begin? Today, six million Palestinians dispersed in various refugee camps are denied the right of return to their
ancestral Palestine; the other six million lived under occupation in Gaza and West Bank.
 
For 12 years, two million Palestinians have been imprisoned under a brutal land and sea military blockade in Gaza. During this
time there were three major military assaults where Gaza was relentlessly bombed for weeks. Recently, since 30 March 2018,
unarmed Gaza demonstrators calling for the Right of Return are shot at with high grade military assault rifles leaving more than
124 dead and 13,000 severely wounded with hundreds of amputees and potential amputees.
 
The Flotilla brings hope to the besieged Palestinians. They are praying for us in their mosques and churches in the Gaza Strip.
They know we are making this journey for them. Even if we are to be abducted, imprisoned and deported, may we remain faith-
ful in solidarity and love for the people of Palestine and Gaza.
Dr Swee Ang,  Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon; author From Beirut to Jerusalem,  July 2018
Source: MEMO

Short link : http://europalforum.org.uk/en/post/3672
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